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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
The previous issue of Campaign Update (September
2013) described The Second Century Campaign’s
extraordinary impact on SMU to date, detailing the
University’s progress in a range of areas.
The issue also reported that, based on the success
achieved thus far, the Board of Trustees had voted
to raise the campaign goal to $1 billion, placing
SMU in the ranks of only 34 universities nationwide
that have conducted or are currently conducting
campaigns of that size.
In this issue you will see evidence that such
confidence is clearly warranted, and that SMU’s
momentum is continuing to accelerate.
As volunteers from Dallas and throughout the
United States gathered for a summit to discuss
plans for the campaign’s remaining two years, SMU
announced a $15 million gift from Trustee and
Campaign Convening Co-chair Gerald J. Ford ’66,
’69 and Kelli O. Ford and The Gerald J. Ford Family
Foundation to build a new campus research center.
Joining them in recent months are other donors

CLIMBING HIGHER
Leadership Gift Announced as Volunteers Focus on Future

whose gifts are having a profound effect on the

SMU launched the final 24 months of The Second

Groups attending the summit were the SMU

University in a wide variety of ways.

Century Campaign at a Volunteer Summit on the

Board of Trustees, Campaign Leadership Council,

Hilltop October 25, during which President R.

Campaign Executive Committee, Campaign Steering

Gerald Turner also announced a $15 million lead gift

Committees, the Development and External

from Trustee and Campaign Convening Co-chair

Affairs Committee of the Board of Trustees, the

Gerald J. Ford ’66, ’69 and Kelli O. Ford and The

Alumni Board, Young Alumni Board, alumni

Gerald J. Ford Family Foundation for a new campus

chapter presidents and members of the University

research center.

administration.

New endowments for faculty are enabling SMU
to attract and retain top experts in disciplines
vital to the future of the region and the world.
New scholarships for students continue to
increase SMU’s ability to shape the world
changers of tomorrow.
And gifts that support the construction or

The gift pushed the campaign’s total raised to $800

enhancement of vital facilities are ensuring that

million, en route to a $1 billion goal. The goal

faculty and students have access to the most up-to-

was set by SMU’s Board of Trustees in September

date technology and that SMU’s campuses provide

following the announcement that the campaign had

an environment conducive to achievement in all

exceeded its original $750 million financial goal more

areas of endeavor.

than two years ahead of schedule.

In this issue you also will read about the new

“The new Gerald J. Ford Research Center will help

campaign goals, new volunteers and the

to transform the research and educational landscape

campaign’s new regional organization. Taken
together, these signs of progress and new
energy portend an extraordinary final phase of a
campaign that continues to have a transformative
effect on SMU.

of the University,” said President R. Gerald Turner.
“Students must be prepared for a world in which
data analyses, modeling and visualization are critical
decision-making tools, while faculty continue to push
the boundaries of knowledge and innovation. The

It is an exciting time on the Hilltop. Thank you for

Fords’ new gift continues this tradition of strong

your contributions, commitment and energy, which

support for faculty research.”

have enabled SMU to take such remarkable strides.

(See the Campaign Q&A with Mr. Ford on page two.)
And thank you for joining us as we charge ahead in
the campaign’s final two years and chart a second

The state-of-the art building, to be located on SMU’s

century of even greater impact.

main campus, will support research facilitated by

Sincerely,

R . G E R A LD TU RNER
President

SMU’s high-performance computing capabilities,

• Broad-scale simulation and forecasting of changes in
complex financial markets and consumer behavior in
support of dynamic marketing decisions.
• Acceleration of development of new drugs to treat
cancer and other life-threatening diseases.
• Analysis of the largest database of arts research ever
assembled, to identify market and industry trends and
act as a catalyst for the transformation and sustainability
of the national arts and cultural community.
• Enhanced teaching, communication of research
results and experimentation with imagery through
the facility’s visualization lab to optimize the humancomputer interface.

the Dedman College Interdisciplinary Institute,

SMU volunteers and leaders were in high spirits even

established in May 2012 through a gift from the

before the announcement of the Ford gift. “This

Dedman family and Foundation.

is an exciting time to be involved, with the most

The building joins other advancements the University
is implementing to support its accelerated research

pronounced transformation in SMU’s history now
taking place,” said SMU Board of Trustees Chair and
Campaign Co-chair Caren H. Prothro.

data center. Other actions to promote research

To date, the campaign has created 34 endowed

include raising resources for new endowed faculty

faculty positions, 472 endowed scholarships, new

positions and funding for other faculty with active

academic programs and initiatives, and new facilities

research agendas, along with increasing opportunities

for academics and athletics; increased student support

for undergraduates to conduct real-world research.

services; and expanded community outreach efforts.

More than 200 of the University’s most passionate
supporters gathered on campus for the summit
to marshal forces behind the campaign’s new $1
billion goal. During the meeting, President Turner

• Student Quality

announced three new goals for the campaign. (Please

• Faculty and Academic Excellence

see story on page two for details.)

• Campus Experience

The new Gerald J. Ford Research Center will provide the
nexus that stimulates use of high-performance computing
in order to produce more externally funded research,
attracting top-quality students and faculty working in an
interdisciplinary and collaborative environment. Innovative
research includes:

among other projects. It also will be the home of

push. Among them is completion of a new University

The Second Century Campaign

Ford Research Center

To learn more about the many ways to support the
campaign, please contact Pam Conlin, assistant
vice president for development, at 214-768-3738 or
pconlin@smu.edu.
TOP Second Century Campaign leaders and volunteers
celebrate the announcement of a $15 million lead gift
for the new Gerald J. Ford Research Center during the
October 25 volunteer summit.
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Midwest

Gerald J. Ford ’66, ’69
Gerald J. Ford is a member
of the SMU Board of
Trustees and Convening
Co-chair of The Second
Century Campaign. He is
a current member of
the executive board of
Dedman School of Law and a past member of
the executive boards of Cox School of Business
and Dedman College and of the Board of
Directors of John Goodwin Tower Center for
Political Studies. He was honored with SMU’s
Distinguished Alumni Award in 1995 and the
Mustang Award in 1997, recognizing significant
philanthropic contributions to the University.
Mr. Ford provided the lead gift for the
Mustangs’ football stadium in 1997, established
the Gerald J. Ford Research Fellows program
honoring outstanding faculty and also supports
student scholarships.
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A new regional Second Century Campaign strategy was unveiled during the October 25 Volunteer Summit, featuring an increased
focus on Texas and new regional efforts across the United States.

V olunteer S ummit

In his professional life, Mr. Ford is one of
the nation’s most accomplished financial
services executives. During the past 35
years, he has acquired, managed and sold
banking businesses and other financial
services companies. He currently serves as
chair of Hilltop Holdings Inc., which acquired
PlainsCapital Corporation in 2012. He also
is the co-general partner and principal
investor in Ford Financial Fund II, L.P., a
private equity firm.

New Campaign Structure Unveiled

Liz Martin Armstrong ’82 (West-Denver); Roger B.

During the Volunteer Summit October 25, Campaign

Palley and Marion Palley, Kevin D. Welsh and Kelly Allen
Welsh ’78 and Trustee Royce E. (Ed) Wilson, Sr. and

Co-Chair Carl Sewell ’66 outlined a new structure for

Leslie Zahn Wilson ’81 (West-Los Angeles); and C. David

The Second Century Campaign, including the addition

Cush ’82, ’83 (West-San Francisco).

of four SMU trustees to the Campaign Leadership
Council: Paul B. Loyd, Jr. ’68, Bobby B. Lyle ’67,

New Campaign Goals Announced

David B. Miller ’72, ’73 and Sarah Fullinwider Perot

Campaign Update: As a trustee and a Second
Century Campaign leader, you urged that SMU

’83. Also new is a Campaign Steering Committee for

During the Volunteer Summit, President R. Gerald

Alumni, chaired by Alumni Board President Leslie Long

Turner announced three new campaign goals that will

Melson ’77.

be added to the new $1 billion financial goal and the
campaign’s existing participation goals (see below).

Mr. Sewell also detailed a new regional strategy for the

raise its campaign goal to $1 billion, which was

Endowed Scholarships

campaign, with significant focus on Texas and its more
than 70,000 SMU alumni. Leading the Texas effort

Endowed
Scholarships

Ford: The notable investment made in

will be Trustees Michael M. Boone ’63, ’67 of Dallas,

Increase the

SMU through the campaign demonstrates

Scott J. McLean ’78 of Houston, and Richard Ware

number of endowed

the University’s positive trajectory and

’68 of Amarillo. The strong work of current Campaign

scholarships to

unprecedented momentum. Raising and

Steering Committees in Houston, led by Scott J.

achieving the campaign goal is the next logical

McLean ’78 and Dennis Murphree ’69, and Fort

of the campaign.

Worth, led by Albon O. Head, Jr. ’68, ’71 and Stephen

To date, SMU has

L. Tatum ’76, will contribute to this regional strategy.

110
received funds for

done. Why was raising the goal important?

step for SMU as it expands its national and
global impact.

500
GOAL

472

500 by the end

2013

Endowed Faculty Positions

175
2008

GOAL

CU: The Gerald J. Ford Research Fellowships

In addition, regional efforts across the U.S. will broaden

were established through your support, and now

the campaign’s previous focus on cities. The effort

you have provided a lead gift for a new research

Ford: I have been impressed by the research
advancements of our faculty. Over the years, in

Endowed Faculty
62
Positions
2008

thousands of SMU students and prospective students.

Increase the number

seen firsthand the contributions made by our

Northeast, Southeast and West will be led by Tim P.

faculty through their research. I am pleased to

Moen ’74 and Jim White, Jr. ’82 (Midwest), James

provide them with the next essential asset they

H. MacNaughton ’72, ’73 (Northeast), Martin L.

need to continue their achievements.

Flanagan ’82 (Southeast), and Liz Martin Armstrong
’82 and Trustee Royce E. (Ed) Wilson, Sr. (West).
These leaders will continue to work closely with the
co-chairs of the 10 leadership city Campaign Steering

importance of providing support for SMU?

Committees, building upon robust current activity.

Ford: I believe it is important that SMU alumni,

These efforts are led by co-chairs: Tim P. Moen ’74 and

parents and friends support all areas of the
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Regional fundraising efforts in the Midwest,

gift to The Second Century Campaign about the
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supporting the Ford Research Fellows, I have
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scholarships.
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is designed to attract donor interest in areas that are

center. Why have you focused on research?

472 newly endowed

University – academic programs, scholarships,

Paulette McConachie Moen ’75 and Jim White, Jr. ’82

athletics and campus development. SMU

and Becky Ballard White ’82 (Midwest-Chicago); Paul D.

is known for the breadth of the educational

Diemer ’86 and Sheri Forbes Diemer ’86 (Midwest-St.

experience it provides, and this campaign is

Louis); James H. McNaughton ’72, ’73 (Northeast-New

strengthening every critical component of the

York City); Ann Cook Cole ’63 (Northeast-Washington

campus environment for our students.

D.C.); Martin L. Flanagan ’82 and Jennifer D. Flanagan
’82 (Southeast-Atlanta); Trustee Bill Armstrong ’82 and

positions to 110, up

Endowed Faculty Positions
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C ampaign Q uarterly R ep o rt
Campaign Total to Date
Financial Goal: $1 Billion
Quiet Phase

Public Phase

Yearly Alumni Participation
Goal by 2015: 25 percent
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Cumulative Alumni Participation
Goal by 2015: 50 percent
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Data as of October 25, 2013. This information is provided quarterly for The Second Century Campaign’s volunteer leadership by the Office of the Vice President for Development and External
Affairs. For the complete report, please visit smu.edu/unbridled.

2015
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T he I mpact o f G i v ing
Recent gifts to The Second Century Campaign
have provided support for all three of The Second
Century Campaign’s priorities, helping enhance
faculty and academic excellence, student quality
and the campus experience.

National cyber security expert joins faculty
Frederick R. Chang, a recognized national expert in cyber
security, has joined SMU to develop a multidisciplinary
program aimed at tackling the most pressing cyber challenges facing individuals, business and government today.

DID YOU KNOW

?

Gifts to The Second Century Campaign have
enabled SMU to add:
• 34 endowed faculty positions, for a University
total of 96

Gift for new dining commons

Chang, whose career includes leadership positions in

• 24 new schools, centers, institutes and
programs

Anita and Truman Arnold have provided a $5 million

academia, business and in government at the National

• 472 endowed scholarships; and

gift toward construction of the dining commons in

Security Agency, is the new Bobby B. Lyle Endowed

SMU’s new Residential Commons complex, slated to

Centennial Distinguished Chair in Cyber Security. The

open in September 2014. The facility will be named the

position is made possible by a financial commitment

Anita and Truman Arnold Dining Commons.

from Trustee Bobby B. Lyle ’67, for whom the engineering school is named.

The Residential Commons complex is located in the

• 5 major new or renovated facilities for
academics, athletics and student life.

Homecoming
Thousands of alumni and friends returned to the

southeast quadrant of the campus and also includes a

SMU’s first centennial distinguished chair provides a

parking center and five residence halls, which will ac-

faculty position endowed at $2.5 million, plus start-up

commodate 1,250 students and several faculty as mem-

funding of $1 million to initiate the position on an expe-

bers of a shared community. Students and faculty living

dited basis. To learn more, please contact Ann Fielder at

events, including a morning on the Boulevard,

in the complex will share meals in the Arnold Dining

214-768-3562 or afielder@smu.edu.

the traditional Homecoming parade, the Mustang

Hilltop October 24-27, 2013, as SMU celebrated
the tradition of Homecoming. The weekend
featured a variety of gatherings and special

Commons, which also will be open to other students.

football team’s victory over Temple and Centennial

The 29,658-square-foot dining commons will seat 500.

Reunions. Here are a few highlights:

“We have a deep appreciation for higher education in our
state and its impact on students,” says Truman Arnold.
“We focus our efforts on projects and organizations that
enhance the student experience.” To learn more, please
contact Pam Conlin, assistant vice president for development, at 214-768-3738 or pconlin@smu.edu.

Gifts for a new athletic facility and
graduate scholarships
Tucker S. Bridwell ’73, ’74 and his wife, Gina, have
provided leadership gifts to name the Champions Club
in the renovated Moody Coliseum and Miller Event
Center and to endow graduate scholarships in Cox
School of Business.
A gift of $2.5 million from the Bridwells along with the
Dian Graves Owen Foundation and Tejon Energy will
name the new David B. Miller Champions Club in honor
of Tucker’s good friend, David Miller ’72, ’73. And the
couple has established the Gina and Tucker Bridwell
Endowed MBA Scholarship Fund through a $1.5 million
gift for merit-based scholarships in the Cox School.
“Gina and I, and the entities we represent, are pleased
to give others an opportunity to reap the benefits of an
SMU Cox MBA,” Bridwell says. To learn more about
giving to the Cox School, please contact Laran O’Neill at
214-768-4899 or loneill@smu.edu. To learn more about
giving to Athletics, please contact Kurt Pottkotter at
214-768-3639 or kpottkotter@smu.edu.

(L-R) President R. Gerald Turner, Frederick R. Chang,
Bobby B. Lyle ’67 (seated), Dean Marc P. Christensen,
Trustee Chair Caren H. Prothro

Challenge grant supports art history
graduate endowment
When an anonymous donor offered $1.125 million in
March for art history fellowships if SMU could raise an
equal amount by December 31, 2013, the University
jumped at the opportunity. By November, SMU had
successfully met the challenge, securing $1.125 million
from a group of donors.
As a result, a total of $2.25 million for endowed fellowships will benefit graduate students studying art history.

Campaign Impact Experiences
Second Century Campaign volunteers attended
a presentation on “Campaign News in Hi-Def”
presented by Meadows School of the Arts as part
of the Campaign Volunteer Summit on the SMU
campus October 25. The presentation was one of
10 such Campaign Impact Experiences designed to
demonstrate The Second Century Campaign’s wideranging impact on the University. For a complete
list and descriptions of these special experiences,
hosted by the dean or vice president in each area,
please visit smu.edu/impactexperiences.

The grant is critical for SMU’s ambitious “20/20
Initiative” to create an art history program recognized
as among the top 20 nationally by 2020. To learn more,
please contact Kris Vetter at 214-768-4559 or
kvetter@smu.edu.

Support for Fondren Library renovation
A $1.5 million gift from the Hoblitzelle Foundation will
help support the renovation of the Information Com-

Endowment for orchestral leadership
Future Meadows Symphony audiences and students
will continue to enjoy artistic and teaching excellence
thanks to a $2 million gift from the Preston Peak family
to establish the Martha Raley Peak Endowed Centennial
Chair and Director of the Meadows Symphony Orchestra.
Maestro Paul Phillips, professor of music and professor of
orchestral activities, will be the first holder of the chair.
The Peak family gift permanently ensures the University’s ability to recruit future generations of outstanding music faculty. An SMU choral singer, violinist and
pianist, Martha Raley Peak ’50 is a leader in Dallas’ arts
community and a member of the Meadows School of
the Arts Executive Board. To learn more, please contact
Kris Vetter at 214-768-4559 or kvetter@smu.edu.

mons in Fondren Library Center, “the heart of SMU.”
The renovated Information Commons will span the first
floor of Fondren Library East. Reflecting changes in
library models, the renovation will provide a significant
increase in the size, type and quality of patron spaces and
workstations, with an emphasis on group collaboration.
The Information Commons will be the central hub of all
library activity in the Fondren Library Center. To learn
more, please contact Paulette Mulry at 214-768-1741 or

President’s Associates Reception
President R. Gerald Turner addressed the more than
400 guests in attendance at the President’s Associates Reception, co-hosted by Trustee Chair Caren H.
Prothro. The annual event honors donors who have
made gifts totaling $1,000 or more in a single year.
The gathering was held on the evening of October 25
at the George W. Bush Presidential Center.

pmulry@smu.edu.

First endowed centennial scholarship
established
SMU’s first endowed centennial scholarship has been
established in memory of Bill Ware ’70 in support of
BBA students in Cox School of Business.
The Bill Ware Memorial Endowed Centennial BBA
Scholarship was created through gifts from the Ware
family and dozens of Bill’s friends and colleagues. The
scholarship honors Bill’s philanthropic service, including his commitment to SMU, where he was an active
supporter of athletics and served as a member of the
Mustang Club Board of Directors.
Scholarship endowments with the special “centennial”

(Center, L-R) Maestro Paul Phillips, Martha Raley Peak ’50
and Martha Peak Rochelle ’76 surrounded by members
of the Meadows Symphony Orchestra at a ceremony
announcing the Martha Raley Peak Endowed Centennial
Chair and Director of the Meadows Symphony Orchestra.

designation include operating funds to initiate the
scholarship or faculty position on an expedited basis.
For more information, please contact Robin Maness at
214-768-3890 or rmaness@smu.edu.

Distinguished Alumni Awards
SMU’s annual Distinguished Alumni Awards dinner
was held in a festive event tent on the historic main
quadrangle on the evening of October 24. Honorees
were (L-R) community leader Peggy Higgins Sewell
’72, investor Jeanne Roach Johnson ’54, women’s and
children’s advocate Brittany Merrill Underwood ’06
(the Emerging Leader Award recipient) and business
leader Joseph “Jody” M. Grant ’60. SMU also
honored past recipients as Centennial History Makers.

Nonprofit Org.
PAID
Southern
Methodist
University

PO Box 750281
Dallas TX 75275-0281

SMU Centennial Gifts for the Holidays
SMU’s centennial merchandise features great gifts for
Mustangs:
• SMU: Unbridled Vision, a stunning picture book of
the SMU campus
• Centennial puzzle, richly detailed and showcasing
SMU

Unbridl

ed Vision

• SMU centennial bicycle, classic and cool from
Villy Bikes
• And more!
For a complete selection, please visit
smu.edu/100/merchandise.

S M U H appenings

Chicago Steering Committee

Library Treasures

Los Angeles Co-chairs

Members of the Campaign Steering Committee for Chicago
gathered for a meeting October 9 at the University Club.
Those in attendance included Co-chairs Jim White, Jr. ’82
and Becky Ballard White ’82 (front row, center) and Co-chairs
Paulette McConachie Moen ’75 and Tim P. Moen ’74 (second
row, far left). The committee was joined by SMU President
R. Gerald Turner (front row, far right) and Vice President for
Development and External Affairs Brad E. Cheves (front row,
far left).

Guests attended the November 5 preview of “Treasures of
the DeGolyer Library: 100 Years of Collecting.” The exhibition
features rare treasures from DeGolyer Library’s major
holdings in a range of subject areas. Some of the items in the
exhibition are included in a special commemorative book,
The SMU Libraries at 100: Celebrating 100 Treasures, which
also showcases the extraordinary items contained in Bridwell
Library, Hamon Arts Library and other SMU collections. The
exhibition, which runs through February 28, 2014, is part of
SMU’s celebration of the Year of the Library.

Co-chairs of the Campaign Steering Committee for Los
Angeles gathered for a meeting November 21 at the Beverly
Wilshire Hotel. (L-R) Kevin D. Welsh, SMU President R. Gerald
Turner, Kelly Allen Welsh ’78, Roger B. Palley, Marion Palley,
SMU Vice President for Development and External Affairs
Brad E. Cheves, Leslie Zahn Wilson ’81 and Trustee Royce E.
(Ed) Wilson, Sr.

smu calendar
December 3–5
London, Paris and Madrid Alumni, Parents and
Friends event

Events encourage Campaign giving

December 21
Commencement and Moody Coliseum and Miller
Event Center dedication  

the United States has been a crucial factor in SMU’s

January 4
First men’s and women’s basketball games in
renovated Moody Coliseum and Miller Event Center
January 25
Fort Worth Alumni, Parents and Friends event

The support of alumni, parents and friends throughout
continuing rise as a top educational institution. As the
SMU Calendar (left) demonstrates, the University is
committed to engaging SMU’s extended family in the
Dallas area, across the country and around the world
through alumni gatherings and events highlighting
campaign success.

March 21
New York City Alumni, Parents and Friends event

These various events enable alumni and others to stay

April 3
Washington, D.C., Alumni, Parents and
Friends event

in the life of the University. Because those constituents

yearly gift, please consider providing support for SMU

most closely connected to the University are most

before December 31 by visiting smu.edu/giving.

in touch, share memories of the Hilltop and re-engage

April 11–14
Founders’ Day Weekend

likely to support it, the gatherings also are intended to

May 1
Atlanta Alumni, Parents and Friends event

which is having a transformative impact on SMU, its

July 17–20
SMU-in-Taos Cultural Institute
(Registration deadline: June 1)
smu.edu/ci

encourage giving to The Second Century Campaign,
students and faculty.
As the calendar year draws to a close, those who care
about SMU’s future have an opportunity to help the
University reach and exceed the campaign’s participation goals (see charts on page two) with a gift to the
University. In addition, donors may be able to benefit
from tax advantages for charitable giving before the
end of the calendar year. If you have not made your
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