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CIVIC VALUES AND ETHICS EDUCATION

7-12

CURRICULUM STANDARD: The program focuses on fundamental civic values and ethics and prepares students to become ethical and responsible
citizens, family members, and workers within their community and their nation.
Performance Standard

Critical Attributes

Benchmarks/Assessment Samples

Resources

I. The student will demonstrate the
knowledge and importance of
honesty: (truth, integrity, and
fairness of conduct) and
understand the effects of honest
and dishonest behavior.

A. Can the student give examples of honest
and dishonest behavior?

A1. After reading and discussing selected
historical materials, students will be able to
give specific examples of how an individual
can behave honestly or dishonestly.

A1. Middle School: Donner
Party, Golden Rule, Chivalry,
Bushido, Sons of Liberty,
Lincoln, Lewis & Clark
High School: Lincoln, Nixon,
Stalin, Hitler, Watergate,
Mother Theresa

A2. After reading and discussing selected
historical materials, students will be able to
give specific examples of how a government
conducts itself honestly or dishonestly.

B. Can the student give examples of fair and
straightforward conduct?
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B. After reading and discussing selected
historical materials, students will be able to
give specific examples of fair and
straightforward conduct and the opposite of
fair and straightforward conduct.

A2. Middle School: Civil
War, Mongol Invasions, Indian
treaties, land acquisitions,
American Revolution
(Benedict Arnold, Nathan
Hale, Washington)
High School: Watergate,
Vietnam, WWI and WWII
propaganda (on all sides)

B. Middle School: American
founding documents, Chivalry,
Bushido, Golden Rule,
Lincoln, Frederick Douglas,
Susan B. Anthony, Sojourner
Truth, Abolition
Opposite: explorers, Indian
treaties, Imperialism, Manifest
Destiny, Aztecs, Inquisition,
Mongols, Islamic Conquest
High School: Lincoln,
Frederick Douglas, Susan B.
Anthony, Sojourner Truth,
Abolition, Gandhi
Opposite: KKK, hate
groups, Nazism, Imperialism
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II. The student will demonstrate
the knowledge and importance of
respect (regard for self, others,
property, and country); and
understand the effects of respectful
and disrespectful behavior.

A. Can the student discuss the importance of
showing respect for one’s self and others?

A. After reading and discussing selected
historical materials students will be able to
give specific examples of how an individual
showed respect for himself and others.

A. Middle School: My
Brother Sam is Dead, signers
of Declaration of
Independence, Robert E. Lee,
Lincoln, Washington,
Madison, Female crusaders
(such as Harriet Tubman,
Nellie Bly, Elizabeth
Blackwell), Fredrick Douglass,
Sam Adams, George
Washington, Minutemen,
Martin Luther and Martin
Luther King
High School: Works on Rosa
Parks, Gandhi, Malcolm X,
Martin Luther King, Jr., Nelson
Mandela, signers of
Declaration of Independence,
Muhammad, Robert E. Lee,
Mother Theresa

B. Can the student compare/contrast the
differences between cultures and state the
benefits of diversity?

B. After reading and discussing selected
materials in history or geography, students
will be able to compare cultures and state
the benefits of diversity.
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B. Middle School: The 3
religions of the Middle East:
Islam, Christianity, Judaism,
pioneers vs. native Americans,
French, English, and Spanish
in control of North America,
immigration, settlement of
colonies by diverse peoples,
study of Middle Ages,
civilizations of Africa,
Americas, Asia, Europe
High School: South African
Apartheid, the Crusades,
Arab-Israeli Conflict
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II. The student will demonstrate
the knowledge and importance of
respect (regard for self, others,
property, and country); and
understand the effects of respectful
and disrespectful behavior.

C. Can the student give examples of the
importance of respecting others’ property?

C. After reading and discussing selected
historical materials, students will be able to
give specific examples of the importance of
respecting others’ property.

C. Middle School:
Feudalism, Japanese
Samuri’s Bushido, Mansa
Musa, African salt/gold trade,
Aztecs and Incas,
explorations, Trail of Tears,
reservations, “I Will Fight No
More Forever,” Manifest
Destiny, Bill of Rights, Boston
Tea Party
High School: English
Common Law, U.S. Bill of
Rights; Imperialism, European
Exploration

D. Can the student identify the importance of
respecting laws and how to peacefully change
them?

D. - After reading and discussing selected
historical materials, students will be able
to give specific examples of the
importance of respecting laws and how to
peacefully change them.
- The student can explain how shared
values, principles, and beliefs contribute to
the strength and continuation of American
democracy.
- The student can state how the values and
principles of American democracy can be
promoted through respecting the rights of
others (e.g., being open to opposing views,
not invading others’ privacy, not
discriminating unfairly against others).
- The student can examine the First
Amendment rights and be able to explain
their importance in recognizing and
respecting the rights of others.
- The student can explain the importance of
respect for the law as a characteristic of

D. Middle School: American
Revolution, Magna Carta,
Islamic Law, U.S. Civil War,
Reformation, Mongol
Invasions, government,
constitution, suffrage,
abolitionist movement,
Mayflower Compact,
Committees of
Correspondence, Continental
Congress
High School: Magna Carta,
French Revolution, American
government, Civil Rights
Movement, Reformation,
Imperialism, Prohibition,
Inquisition?
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American society.
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II. The student will demonstrate
the knowledge and importance of
respect (regard for self, others,
property, and country); and
understand the consequences of
respectful and disrespectful
actions.

E. Can the student identify the consequences
of respectful and disrespectful behavior?

E. After reading and discussing selected
primary and secondary sources as well as
historical fictional materials, students will
be able to give specific examples of the
consequences of respectful and
disrespectful behavior.

E. Middle School: Chivalry,
Bushido, Manifest Destiny,
Native American reservations,
Trail of Tears, Mongol
Invasions
High School: Chivalry, Civil
Rights Movement
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III. The student will demonstrate
the knowledge and importance of
morality: (understanding and
doing what is right) and understand
the effects of moral and immoral
behavior.

A. Can the student explain the importance of
“doing what is right” and give examples of
morality (doing what is right).

A. After reading and discussing selected
historical materials, students will be able to
give specific examples of morality (doing
what is right).

A. Middle School: Aztecs,
Mongols, Cortez and Pizarro,
conquered peoples, Martin
Luther, Civil War, slavery, Trail
of Tears, Indians on
reservations, Emancipation
Proclamation, Clara Barton,
Martin Luther King,
Temperance and sufferage
movements, “No taxation,”
Sons of Liberty and Daughters
of Liberty
High School: Crusades,
Imperialism, Reconstruction,
Reign of Terror, WWI, WWII,
bombing Japan and Pearl
Harbor, Machiavelli,
Holocaust, Apartheid, apology
and reparation to Japanese,
retribution of funds from Swiss
banks, Acts of every-day
people in current events

B. After reading and discussing selected
historical materials, students will be able to
evaluate the morality of decisions and
actions in context.
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B. Middle School: Decisions
to declare war (Civil War,
American Revolution,
Crusades), slavery, Mexican
American War
High School: Decisions to
declare war (WWI, WWII,
Vietnam, Korea), decisions
regarding use of nuclear
weapons, fire bombing,
Watergate, war crimes trials,
civil rights
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IV. The student will demonstrate
the knowledge and importance of
responsibility: (being accountable
for one’s conduct and obligations)
and understand the effects of
responsible and irresponsible
behavior.

A. Can the student give examples of how a
citizen changes the law?

A. After reading and discussing
selected historical materials, students
will be able to give specific examples
of how an individual can change a law.

A. Middle School: Constitution,
American Revolution, suffrage
movement, amendments, voting,
letter writing
High School: Civil Rights
Movement, Vietnam War, Suffrage
movement, civil disobedience, civil
protest, petition, initiative, voting,
letter writing.
Opposite: Feudalism, Islamic
rule, Mongols, Shoguns

B. Can the student recognize the behaviors
necessary to be a responsible citizen in a
democratic society?
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B. After reading and discussing
selected historical materials students
will be able to give specific examples
of how a citizen behaves responsibly in
a democratic society.

B. Middle School and High School:
The student identifies the basic
components in the U.S. Constitution
and Bill of Rights, and the basic rights
of citizenship. The student
understand the meaning of
citizenship in the U.S. and knows the
requirements of citizenship and
naturalization.
The student understands how the
values and principals of democracy
can be promoted through participating
in government (i.e., voting, keeping
informed about public issues, writing
to elected officials, serving on juries,
mock elections, voting in student
elections). The student analyzes
current issues on the local, state,
national, and world levels. (i.e.,
political cartoons, comparing articles
for information bias). The student
participates in the principals of
American democracy by contributing
to the common good (e.g., volunteer
work, community service).
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