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The weaving machine spined, making a “Sss,” sound. The
children sat in rows. Tiny fingers can make intricate
patterns. Chains is tied tightly around their wrists; there
was no way to escape. The shabby roof seemed like it was
about to fall every second. Can you imagine children
working in such terrible conditions? This is called child
labor.

WHAT IS CHILD LABOR
xChild labor is a major problem in
the world. Children work for days
and days with only a small
amount of money getting paid.
They work mostly because their
survival depended on it, or
because their parents don’t have
access to work.

The children often work in
dangerous jobs such as mining,
chimney sweepers, and so on.
As the United Nations
International Children's Fund had
said, about 168 million of the
world's children are forced into
child labor. People argue that
child labor is destroying the
children’s education.

IQBAL MASIH-TEEN ACTIVIST
Iqbal Masih is a teen activist against
child labor. He was born in 1983,
Muridke. At the age of four, he was
been forced to work. Iqbal’s family had
owed a local employer 12 dollars. The
employer owned a carpet business.
Iqbal had to work as a carpet weaver
until the money was paid off. He was
been locked with chains every day to
prevent him from escaping.

When he was ten years
old, he escaped his
slavery then went to the
police to report. But
instead of helping him,
the police brought him
back to the factory. The
factory owner told the
police to tie Iqbal upside
down if he

tried to escape again, but that did not fear
Iqbal. Iqbal escaped a second time. This
time, he decided to stand up. He protested,
made action. Iqbal helped millions of
children over the world.
But all that made him a target, too. Iqbal
Masih was cycling in their village with his
friends. Then a gunman shot him. He was
dead at the age of twelve.

Cocoa farms use child labors
Many people like to eat
chocolate. The creamy taste
flows through your mouth,
sweet and mellow. Chocolate
is made by cocoa beans;
cocoa beans are grown by
children. Some cocoa farms in
Africa uses child labor. “Cocoa
from

from forced child
labor should not
come to the
United States.”
U.S. lawmakers
had said, “The
cocoa should not
be imported.”

Chocolate companies like
Mars, Nestle and Hershey
have not stopped buying
cocoa from Africa. They said
earlier to avoid the farms that
used child labor, but they are
still using it.

Conclusion

“Children should have pens in their hands, not tools.”
Iqbal said. Has child labor stopped? No. Child labor is still
living in the shadows. There are still children working days
and nights in dark factories. Stand up. Stop this.

