ORACLE BONES

INTRO

China is one of the
four ancient
civilisations and
has a history of
over 4,000 years.
Although China
was the latest
among the four
major ancient

civilisations,
Chinese indigenous
civilisation has not
been interrupted
since ancient times.
While Egypt,
Babylon, India, and
modern civilisations
have long since

been disrupted.
Oracle, the first
Chinese writing,
was developed in
the Shang Dynasty
and has a history of
approximately
3,600 years.
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SHANG DYNASTY CLOTHING

SHANG DYNASTY
The Shang dynasty is the earliest dynasty of traditional Chinese history
supported by archaeological evidence. During the excavation at the Ruins
of Yin (near modern-day Anyang in Henan Province), which has been
identified as the last Shang capital, archaeologist uncovered eleven major
royal tombs and the foundations of palaces and ritual sites. The sites contain
weapons of war and remains from both animal and human sacrifices. Tens of
thousands of bronze, jade, stone, bone, and ceramic artefacts have been
found.(Shang dynasty—Wikipedia )
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INNOVATION

Archeologist found that Oracle
is the earliest Chinese text. It is
among the few ancient forms of
texts that have continued to
evolve into modern texts that
are still used by people today.
In the Shang Dynasty, people
carved scripts with sharp tools
on tortoise shells or animal
bones for divination. The
scripts were questions for
deities regarding future
weather, crop planting, the
fortunes of members of the
royal family, chance of winning

for military actions, and other
similar topics. The questions
were “submitted” to deities by
applying intense heat such as
burning fire on the shells or
bones until cracks appeared on
them. People would then
interpret the patterns of cracks
as answers to their questions
and record the conclusion. It
could be imagined that an
imminent battle could be
prevented solely because the
tortoise shell cracked in a
certain way.

PART 1

IMPORTANCE
Oracle was no doubt a very
important innovation in
Chinese civilisation. First, it
was a major breakthrough in
the modes of communication
for ancient Chinese people.
Verbal communication
requires the speaker and the
listener to be within a short
distance of each other and
passage of information from
mouth to mouth could easily
cause misunderstanding due
to faulty memory. Written
script, however, is much more
reliable and allows
communication to transcend
physical distance and time.
Second, Oracle built the
foundation of Chinese culture
and contributed to the
continuance of the Chinese
culture from ancient times to
today. Third, Oracle preserved
Chinese history in written form.
The oracle inscriptions found in
bronze, jade, stone, bone and
ceramic artefacts found in Yin
Xu provided valuable
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information about the life of
ancient Chinese in Shang
Dynasty.

PART 1

CONCLUSION
Oracle was a
very important
invention in
Shang Dynasty,
even though
Oracle is not
used much
today, it is still
very important,
because if there
were no Oracle,
we would not
have been able
to know the
history of Shang
Dynasty, the
development of
Chinese culture
would have
been very
different and
Chinese
civilisation might
not be as
amazing as we
see today.
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