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E-waste - a growing problem
E-waste makes up 70% of toxic waste - Alex Lin is trying to make it go down to 0.
“I don’t see anything uncommon in it,” says Lin, a high school senior from
Westerly, Rhode Island. “My friends and I have been doing this since fifth grade.
It’s become part of our lifestyle.”

E-waste
By: Ethan Anderton

Imagine that you have a place
you love to go. It’s beautiful with
the different shades of lush green
it has. Now, one day you go and
you notice that the plants are
withering up, turning grey, and
ever so slowly - though you don’t
realise at the time - dying. You
decide to shrug it off, they’ll
probably turn green again, right?
Don’t plants die during winter
and fall? But you realise it’s
actually summer on your way
home. A few months later you
come the plants are all dead. You
feel like you have lost a good
friend, and you don’t have a
special place to go anymore you guess you have the park but that isn’t the same. You feel
just as utterly destroyed as the
nature around you. This is what
E-waste is doing - destroying
nature, poisoning water and
earth, and damaging the
atmosphere. This is happening all
over the world and the cause is…

Electronics
Electronics. We have had
electronics for quite a while
now. Cell phones, iPads, iPods,
and many other things.
Nowadays almost everyone has
a phone - even some

preschoolers have phones! And
according to a website called
Statista, there are around 265.9
million smartphone users in the
U.S. alone! If every once in a
while we have to buy another
device and get rid of the
current one - maybe we chuck
it in the trash? Throw it into a
dump? That would be
improperly disposing of ewaste which many people do.
“The biggest challenge against
progress is simply awareness,”
says Lin. “When my team and I
first surveyed our town, only 12
percent of the residents knew
how to properly dispose of ewaste.” And improperly
disposing of E-waste in the
U.S. would mean 265.9 million
smartphones of e-waste if
everyone in the U.S.
improperly disposed of Ewaste and that much e-waste
would damage the
environment a lot. And people
probably wouldn’t want to ruin
their city, but what can one
person do to stop it - they
can’t possibly even hope to
make a big difference, right?

Alex Lin
Wrong. Someone named
Alex Lin is trying to stop
this and has made a
major Impact on e-waste.
Alex Lin has - according
to TakePart, a reliable
website - “he’s overseen
the recycling of over
300,000 pounds of ewaste, he's successfully
lobbied the Rhode Island
state legislature to ban
the dumping of
electronics, and he's
used refurbished
computers to create
media centres in
developing countries like
Cameroon and Sri Lanka
to foster computer
literacy.” How did it start
off, you ask? With a
magazine article.

The Start
Alex Lin read about Ewaste in an article by
Wall Street Times and
wanted to do something
about it. So he got
together with his friends
and he formed a
community service group
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called the Westerly
Innovations Network
(WIN). It was a huge
success. After a while
they tried to get a bill
passed on Rhode Island
and failed. They realised
the bill was too
complicated and
simplified it to this: no ewaste dumping. It was
passed and stopped
Rhode Islanders from ewaste dumping.

Alex Lin’s Legacy
Alex Lin was not done
yet though. He still
continued working to
bring down E-waste
dumping and still
inspires many people
today through his
actions. Alex Lin inspired
his sister to make a
Junior WIN team that is
trying to recycle used
cooking oil into biodiesel
that will help heat
homeless shelters. Alex
Lin’s work even today
inspires people and most
people would hope that
one day our world will be
e-waste free.

Taken from World Economic Forum (WEF)

