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Concerning the teacher’s preparations for class, I observed the following:
The teacher demonstrated mastery of the class material and excellent preparation. During class, he utilized
extensive notes and a detailed class outline, including a schedule, to facilitate instruction. Also, the teacher
prepared a list of challenging questions to ask the students during section.

Concerning the teacher’s instruction during class, I observed the following:
The teacher outlined the section schedule and goals at the start of class. Students were invited to ask
questions about the structure of the activity. The class was divided into several small groups representing
opposing viewpoints in a debate and the students worked as a team to defend their arguments to the entire
group. Although the majority of the debate preparation occurred prior to class, the teacher paced the
debate to allow groups to discuss opposing groups' arguments, formulate questions, and defend their own
arguments.
Concerning the teacher’s interaction with students, I observed the following:
Interactions between the teacher and students were professional and positive. Students freely asked
questions, which the teacher answered clearly and with respect. The dynamic between the teacher and
students was formal. Students were expected to follow the activity guidelines without exception. This
dynamic facilitated a smooth class, wasting little time on dealing with student issues and maximizing time
devoted to learning for all students.
Concerning the classroom learning environment, I observed the following:
The majority of students were well prepared for the debate and engaged the entire class period. I observed
students freely asking questions about the structure of the class or for clarification on specific instructions.
Students appeared enthusiastic and supportive of their peers. The teacher reinforced lecture material by
asking questions with level-appropriate vocabulary, challenging students to think broadly about their
debate arguments and connect them with concepts in conservation biology.
Concerning those particular issues the teacher asked me to study, I observed the following:
Regarding students' comfort levels - I observed the majority of students participating in the group activity.
Most students were taking notes, but I did observe several students working on other assignments or
browsing the web. Some students were not as vocal when the groups were prompted to share information
with the class. All students read their arguments from documents prepared prior to class. I believe that
reading prepared arguments may have encouraged less vocal students to participate in the debate and
fostered confidence. The activity was not dominated by the most comfortable public speakers.
Regarding time spent on logistics - Five minutes of class time was devoted to logistics. Students were
prepared for class and read the instructions prior to meeting, enabling the instructor to minimize time
reviewing instructions and maximizing time for group work.
By conducting this observation, I learned the following two things about teaching:
I learned that competitive class debates can be an excellent tool to engage students and challenge them to
synthesize concepts learned in lecture. In addition, I learned about the value of preparing a question list
prior to class. The questions asked by the teacher encouraged students to think critically about their
arguments and simultaneously reviewed class material.

