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The Hero’s Journey Finale 

For the remaining books of The Odyssey, use the following chart to determine if you 
should read a summary of the book, or do the specific annotation style outlined below.  

For each remaining book that you must annotate (XI, XII, XVI, XVII, XXIII, XXIV), use the 
following annotation style: 
• Find at least 2 quotes per book that best relate to a spectrum.  

eg. Xenia to Xenophobia, Female to Male Expectations, Fate to Agency… 
• Write them down using proper parenthetical notation (quotes around the text and the 

page number in parenthesis).  
eg. “Quote text here.” (pg. #) 

• Write a thorough explanation of how the quote is significant to your spectrum.  
eg. This quote shows one end of the spectrum, and…;  
This quote represents a grey area between _________ and ______, and…;  
This quote explains _________ and expands our understanding of _____________…;  
This quote complicates the spectrum of _________ by…;  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BOOK XI Annotation Quotes

BOOK XII Annotation Quotes

BOOK XIII Summary

BOOK XIV Summary

BOOK XV Summary

BOOK XVI Annotation Quotes

BOOK XVII Annotation Quotes

Book XVIII Summary

BOOK XIX Summary

BOOK XX Summary

BOOK XXI Summary

BOOK XXII Summary

BOOK XXIII Annotation Quotes

BOOK XXIV Annotation Quotes



Book XI

A. Quote: 

B. Significance: 

C. Quote: 

D. Significance: 

Book XII

A. Quote: 

B. Significance: 

A. Quote: 

B. Significance: 



Book XIII:HOW ODYSSEUS CAME TO ITHACA 


Odysseus is done telling his story. King Alcinoos gives Odysseus a ship with a crew and supplies, and the 
townspeople all give him gifts. The crew delivers Odysseus to Ithaca and returns home. Poseidon, who is 
mad that anyone would make Odysseus’s travels by sea so easy, turns the ship and crew into stone as they 
return to their harbor. Odysseus does not believe he is home until Athena convinces him. She disguises him 
as an old beggar and sends to him to his faithful pigkeeper.  

BOOK XIV: ODYSSEUS AND THE SWINEHERD 


Athena goes to Lacedaimon to bring Telemachos home. Odysseus goes to the swineherd Eumaios’ house. 
Odysseus is made welcome and is pleased to see how faithful Eumaios has been during his absence.  

BOOK XV: HOW TELEMACHOS SAILED BACK TO ITHACA 


Athena finds Telemachos at the mansion of Menelaos and instructs him to return home. Odysseus learns 
from Eumaios about his (Odysseus’s) parents and how Eumaios was bought by Laertes when he was a 
child. Telemachos lands safely back in Ithaca and, by Athena’s instructions, goes straight to Eumaios.  

Book XVI


A. Quote: 

B. Significance: 

C. Quote: 

D. Significance: 



Book XVII

A. Quote: 

B. Significance: 

A. Quote: 

B. Significance: 

BOOK XVIII: HOW ODYSSEUS FOUGHT THE STURDY BEGGAR 

Odysseus fights with another beggar, Iros, who is used to being the only beggar at the castle. Penelope 
decides to address the suitors, saying she will choose a husband according to who brings her the best gift. 
Odysseus recognizes this as a trick on the suitors. Odysseus is further antagonized by Melantho, a maid, 
and Eurymachos.  

BOOK XIX: HOW THE OLD NURSE KNEW HER MASTER 


The women are shut up in their rooms, and Odysseus and Telemachos hide all the weapons in a storeroom. 
Odysseus, still disguised as a beggar, goes to see Penelope. He convinces her that he did meet Odysseus 
and that he has heard also that Odysseus is on his way home. Penelope is grateful and orders Eurycleia to 
bathe and clothe the beggar. Eurycleia recognizes Odysseus by a scar on his leg, but he swears her to 
secrecy. Penelope, discouraged, decides to go ahead and marry whomever can meet the challenge that 
she will put forth to the suitors: to string Odysseus’s bow and shoot an arrow through twelve axe-heads in a 
row. 



BO


OK XX: HOW GOD SENT OMENS OF THE WRATH TO COME 


It is a new day and Telemachos receives the beggar (Odysseus) into his house. The beggar is ridiculed by 
many, but he remains calm. Philoitios proves himself a faithful and kind servant.  

BOOK XXI: THE CONTEST WITH THE GREAT BOW 


Penelope issues her challenge to the suitors, but none of the men can bend the bow to string it. Odysseus 
finds a chance to confide in Philoitios and Eumaios and to include them in his plans for revenge. Odysseus 
easily strings the bow and shoots an a rrow through the twelve axe-heads. Eumaios tells the women to lock 
themselves in the bedrooms, and Telemachos and Odysseus arm themselves against the suitors.  

BOOK XXII: THE BATTLE IN THE HALL 


Immediately Odysseus reveals himself and kills Antinoos with an arrow. Eurymachos tries to convince 
Odysseus that Antinoos is to blame for everything and that he shouldn’t kill the other suitors. Odysseus gives 
them a chance to run away, but they choose to fight, led by Eurymachos. Odysseus, Telemachos, and the 
two servants kill everyone except Phemios and Medon. Odysseus asks Eurycleia to identify the maids who 
have been unfaithful and bring them to him. He makes them clean up the blood and dead bodies in the hall 
and then Telemachos hangs them. Melanthios is cut up and fed to the dogs. The maids and servants come 
and celebrate the return of Odysseus.  

Book XXIII


A. Quote: 

B. Significance: 

A. Quote: 

B. Significance: 



Book XXIV

A. Quote: 

B. Significance: 

A. Quote: 

B. Significance:


