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Above: Maya (b/g) M/12 

Above: “Maya” (b/g) M/12, was produced in 2006 at the WPS Weston 
Power Plant in Rothschild, WI. Maya nested at Milwaukee’s US Bank site  
in 2007 & 2008 and at We Energies Valley Power Plant in Milwaukee, WI 
since 2009. 
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WISCONSIN FALCONWATCH 
2012 Nesting Season Overview 
 
This year we had a known total of 83 young produced at 27 successful  
nest sites. Thirteen nests were located along the Lake Michigan shoreline,  
3 along the Fox River, 1 along the Wisconsin River, 2 on the shore of Lake Superior,  
7 along the Mississippi River (3 on cliffs) (source RRP), and 1 inland at Madison.  
 
Despite a 16% decrease in the number of successful nests this year (from 32 in 2012 to 
27 in 2012), total production was down only 2.35% (from 85 in 2011 to 83 in 2012). The 
overall average number of young produced/nest actually increased 13.7% from 2.65 in 
2011 to 3.07 in 2012.  
 
There were some unusual events this year such as the remarkable size disparity of 
eyasses at 2 nests (Kenosha Hospital & Malteurop) and eventual loss of these very 
small young while still in the nest box. At the Rothschild & Georgia Pacific sites we saw 
failed nests after turnovers of females. And, at the Jefferson site, both the first and 
second nesting attempts failed as a result of raccoon predation. 
 
Whereas last spring was cold and wet, this year we experienced severe drought 
conditions that likely also had an adverse impact on production. 
 
The table below explains nesting terminology used in this report. Nesting activity is 
extracted from known, verifiable data. As such, there could have been young produced 
at nests that we are unaware of. A likely scenario would again be the peregrines 
observed this spring at the Thermagen site in Neenah. This pair may have again nested 
on the Roland Kampo Bridge but there are no observations or data to positively support 
this so the site is listed as outcome Unknown. 
 

Successful = Young produced 
Failed = Eggs Laid – no young produced 
Active/Non-productive = Falcons observed – no eggs produced 
Unknown = No confirmed observations 
Color band: (b/r)  = Black/Red 
Color band: (b/g) = Black/Green 
Color band: (bl)   = Black 

 
Once again I’d like to express my sincere gratitude to the many corporations, 
organizations and individuals (see Acknowledgements on pg. 40 in this report) that 
helped to make 2012 another successful year for Wisconsin’s Peregrines. 
 
The following pages provide an overview of the 2012 nesting season. 
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LAKEFRONT NEST SITES 
 
Pleasant Prairie: We Energies Pleasant Prairie Power Plant 
 

 
Nesting Details 
 
 

Adult Female: “Thilmany” (b/g) 44/N, 
here for her 4th year was produced in 
2007 at the Thilmany Mill, Kaukauna, WI. 
 
Adult Male: “PBR” (b/r) 07/B, was 
produced at Milwaukee’s Miller Brewery 
nest site in 2009. Interestingly, PBR is a 
son of “Herbert” (b/g) 80/N who was 
produced in 2004 at We Energies’ Valley 
Power Plant in Milwaukee. 
 
Eggs: 4 Laid between March 29  – April 5  
Projected Hatch Dates: May 5 – 7 
Eggs Hatched: 3 Between May 6 – 8 
Banded: 3 Males on May 29 
Site Visits: January 6, 17, March 7, 15,  
April 18, May 29 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
This site has been active since 1997 producing  
a total of 48 young (3.0/year). 
 
 
 
 
 

Banding Data 
Name Sex Project Band USFWS Band 
Rico M (b/r) 94/R 1126-14445 
Lightning M (b/r) 95/R 1126-14446 
Sky M (b/r) 96/R 1126-14447 

GPS: 42 Degrees 32’ 16 N, 87 Degrees 54’ 13  

Above: Thilmany observes us 
returning her chicks to the nest box 
Left: Three brothers back home 
after banding 
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Kenosha: United Hospital System, Kenosha Medical Center 

 
 
Nesting Details 
 

 
Adult Female: “Olivia” (b/r) 00/Y, 
produced in 2010 at the Chase Bank in 
Allen Co., OH, back for her 2nd year. 
 
Adult Male: “Aaron” (b/g) 80/H, a 2002 
West Milwaukee Malteurop (Froedtert) 
produced falcon is back for his 7th year. 
 
Eggs: 4 Laid between April 12 – 20  
Projected Hatch Dates: May 21 – 23  
Eggs Hatched: 4 Between May 20  – 21 
Banded: 2 Males on June 11  
Site Visits: April 17, June 11 
 

 
 
 
 
 
NOTES: On June 5, the smallest of the chicks 
was observed dead in the nest box. 
*On June 11, I found a second dead chick in the  
nest box. 
*On June 29,“Stryker” (b/r) 16/M was found  
injured on site and transferred to Fellow Mortals  
rehab center. He was treated for spinal trauma but  
died on July 7. 
*On July 5, “Aaron” (b/g) 80/H was found dead  
near 56th St. & 3rd Ave. & in downtown Kenosha. 
 

 
 
This site has been active since 2006 producing a total of 12 young (2.00/year). 
 
Banding Data 
Name Sex Color Band USFWS Band 
Wyatt Male (b/r) 38/P 1156-14768 
Stryker Male (b/r) 16/M 1156-14769 

GPS: 42 Degrees 34’ 39 N, 87 Degrees 49’ 11 W 

Above: Olivia  
Left: Wyatt & Stryker 
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A Tribute to Aaron: 2002 - 2012 
 
 
“Aaron” (b/g) 80/H, was produced 
in 2002 at the West Milwaukee 
Malteurop (formerly Froedtert) site. 
I banded him along with his 2 
siblings on June 3rd that year. During 
his lifetime, Aaron produced at total 
of 13 young with 4 different females - 
3 of which were juveniles. 
 
Aaron first arrived at the Kenosha 
Memorial Hospital site in 2005 and 
paired with an unbanded female 
producing 3 eggs that did not hatch. 
In 2006, he paired with an unbanded 
adult female that I captured at the 
nest and banded as “Maggie” (b/g) 
M/14. Four eggs were laid and 4 
young produced. In 2007 he paired 
with “Blessing” (b/g) W/17, a 
juvenile female produced in 2006 at 
the Mayo Clinic site in Rochester, 
MN. Two eggs were laid and 2 
young produced. In 2008 he paired  
again with “Blessing” (b/g) W/17 
with 4 eggs laid and 2 young 
produced. 
 
On March 6, 2009, Aaron was found 
injured with a dislocated elbow near 
Chicago’s O’Hare International 
Airport. He was rehabbed at Willowbrook Wildlife Haven and flight conditioned by 
George Richter at S.O.A.R. before being released back at the Kenosha Memorial 
Hospital site on July 2nd. 
 
In 2010 Aaron paired with “Raspberry” (b/g) *V/*A, a juvenile female produced in 2009 
at the North Central Life site in St. Paul, MN but no eggs were laid. In 2011, he paired 
with “Olivia” (b/r) 00/Y, another juvenile female that was produced in 2010 at the 
Chase Bank site in Allen County, OH. Three eggs were laid producing 2 young. 
 
In 2012, he paired again with “Olivia” (b/r) 00/Y. Four eggs were laid and 4 young 
produced but 2 died in the nest box. Aaron was found dead on July 5th near the Civil 
War Museum/Library in downtown Kenosha likely the victim of a collision with a car. 
 

Above: The last image I took of Aaron  
April 17, 2012 
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Racine: Racine County Courthouse 
 

 
Nesting Details 
 
 

Adult Female: (b/g) R/13, produced in 
2007 at the Tower Building in South Bend, 
IN, back for her 4th year. 
 
Adult Male: “Beaster” (b/g) 67/M, 
produced in 2005 at We Energies Pleasant 
Prairie Power Plant, back for his 5th year. 
 
Eggs: 4 Laid between March 25 – April 1 
Projected Hatch Dates: May 2 – 4  
Eggs Hatched: 4 Between May 2 – 4  
Banded: 3 Males on May 24 
Site Visits: April 17, May 24 
 

 
This site has been active since 2002  
producing a total of 29 young (2.6/year).  
 
 
 
 
Banding Data 
Name Sex Project Band USFWS Band 
Dennis Male (b/r) 86/R 1126-14437 
Mike Male (b/r) 87/R 1126-14438 
S. Banks Male (b/r) 88/R 1126-14439 

GPS: 42 Degrees 43’ 30 N, 87 Degrees 47’ 03 W 

 

Above: Beaster 
Left: Banding day 
Below: R/13 
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Oak Creek: We Energies Oak Creek Power Plant 
 

 
Nesting Details 
 
 

Adult Female: “Eclipse” (b/r) 67/H, a 
2009 falcon produced at the Rhodes 
State Office Tower in Columbus, OH. 
This is her second year at OCPP. 
 
Adult Male: “Scott” (b/g) M/Y, here for 
his 7th year was produced in 2000 at the 
Malteurop complex (formerly Froedtert 
Malt complex) in West Milwaukee, WI. 
 
Eggs: 4 Laid between March 26 – April 3  
Projected Hatch Dates: May 3 – 5 
Eggs Hatched: 3 between May 4 – 6  
Banded: 3 Males on May 24 
Site Visits: Jan. 6, 17, April 18, May 24 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
This site has been active since 1998 producing a total of 46 young (3.06/year). 
 
Banding Data 
Name Sex Project Band USFWS Band 
Hawkeye Male (b/r) 83/R 1126-14434 
Lightning Male (b/r) 84/R 1126-14435 
Tony Male (b/r) 85/R 1126-14436 

GPS: 42 Degrees 84’ 20 N, 87 Degrees 82’ 83 W 
 
 
 

Above: Eclipse in her new nest box 
at the ACQS chimney 
Left: Hawkeye, Lightning & Tony 
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Milwaukee: We Energies Valley Power Plant 
 

 
Nesting Details 
 
 

Adult Female: “Maya” (b/g) M/12, was 
produced in 2006 at the WPS Weston 
Power Plant in Rothschild, WI. Maya 
nested at Milwaukee’s US Bank site in 
2007 & 2008. This is her 3rd year here.  
 
Adult Male: “Swede” (b/g) P/Z, 
produced at the WPS Green Bay Pulliam 
site in 1999 - likely here for his 7th year. 
 
Eggs: 4 Laid between March 16 – 23 
Projected Hatch Dates: April 23 - 25 
Eggs Hatched: 3 Between April 24 – 26  
Banded: 1 Female & 2 males on May 17 
Site Visits: April 27, May 8, 17, June 6 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
This site has been active since 2002 producing a total of 25 young (2.27 young/year). 
 
Banding Data 
Name Sex Project Band USFWS Band 
Rosie Female (b/r) 26/V 1907-02765 
Brady Male (b/r) 73/R 1126-14423 
Honor Male (b/r) 74/R 1126-14425 

GPS: 43 Degrees 02’ N, 87 Degrees 57’ 49 W 
 
 
 

Above: Maya 
Left: Brady, Rosie & Honor 
































































