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1.
The Big Picture
The New School’s Electronic Learning Portfolio (ELP) is a
digital portfolio blog powered by Campus Press. It is a
mechanism for students to assemble learning process and
projects across their New School experience.
Student Benefits
• Tool to witness, track and reflect on learning.
• See personal voice and interests develop.
• Be assessed based on process: iteration, research, risk-taking, and reflection.
• Develop the professional practice of relating internal (inward) production to external
(outward facing) online presence.
• The ELP is a sharable form that allows students to share with professors and peers
across the university.
• Maintaining the ELP requires students to be responsible for charting and reflecting
on their own education.
Faculty Benefits
• The ELP is tangible. Many learning outcomes are intangible. Using the ELP
creates a concrete way to explore and evidence learning.
• The ELP has many levels of functionality that relate to a multitude of learning
experiences- it is relevant in seminar, studio, lab and lecture contexts.
• Integrating the ELP allows faculty to visit the student’s virtual studio, lab, or journal.
This is a unique invitation into the student’s ideas and methods.
• Course outcomes and learning activities can be evidenced in student’s ELP
responses. These are sharable with faculty and encourage collaboration in and
across university programs.

Want some more support?
Faculty Resources
The faculty help site is located at:
http://portfolio.newschool.edu/facultysupport/
Electronic Learning Portfolios are impressive
education tools. See links to Research and Scholarship on
the Faculty Help Site.
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Who steers the Electronic Learning Portfolio?
The ELP is a component of the New School learning environment. As such it is a
student-centered space that can be utilized independently by the student or utilized as
a course component under the direction of faculty. As this space is accumulated over
time and shared it must be well organized and active for the maximum benefit of the
student, faculty and community.
Balancing the Functions of “Learning” and “Portfolio”
The following potentials of the ELP can be explored by students and faculty.
Learning: collecting/ research/ analysis/ immersion/ new experience/ skill/
inspiration/ tool/ environment/ context/ reference/ narrative/ brainstorm/
iteration/ failure/ play/ culture/ connections/ reflection/ experiment/ prototype/
material/ sensory/ information/ questions/ data
Portfolio: collection/ record/ categorize/ document/ draft/ present/ archive/
market/ container/ overview/ progression/ objective/ style/ voice/ network/
evolving/ edit/ sharing/ access/ mobile/ sort/ display/ context/ relationships/
ownership/ story/ identity

This guide sets out to create a starting place of shared guidelines and best
practices for working with the ELP at the New School. The guide is
interdisciplinary and considers methods for seminar, studio, lab and lecture
courses across the university.

How do I find my student’s ELPs?
ELPs are blogs and each student has a unique URL. You
must get this URL from each student. Many students have
added the URL as a link in their Canvas Profile. Check in
Canvas under “People”. Or ask your students to directly
share the URL addresses.
Skip to section seven of this guide “Getting Started and
Managing Student ELPs” for more info.

2.
Portrait of the ELP
A student ELP using the New School mandatory template
has a main page with a rolling collection of posts. Just a
scroll down a student’s “All Projects” entry page presents a
portrait of the student.

a. Home Page

The ELP is a blog that collects student entries or “posts”. These posts are displayed
on a main home page. Below is a homepage from Yidi Chen, Parsons student and
Amanda Miller, Lang Student. Note how a quick scan down the display thumbnails
introduces the student’s interests and study.
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b. Posts

Posts are entries of content and contain writing and media. Students add posts to the
ELP when they are assigned in class or independently. Below are two process posts
from First Year students. The first is from a Lang Student reflecting on her writer’s
process, the second is from a Parsons student and outlines a procedure for
construction.
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c. Menus and Tagging
An organized ELP allows clear and quick access to content. The ELP template comes
pre-loaded with a menu of categories so that each site is already customized for the
student. Faculty can remind students to categorize and tag. Best practices in posting
ask that each post is categorized with a specific course. Tags are used to mark
concepts contained in the post.
Below is a menu from Sydney Loew’s Parsons Fashion ELP. Note that we can enter
her “About” page to learn more about her background, her “Courses” to see her
studies at Parsons and her “Artist Selected Portfolio Pieces” to see the work that she
wants to highlight.
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The ELP will automatically list recent posts in a menu on the homepage. This menu
reflects course content and student work. It also builds a chronology of studies over a
course, semester and year. Note the recent post menu below from a Lang student.

Tagging posts is a way that students can denote the main idea of a post in a simple
word or phrase. These tags are visible on the front page of the ELP. Over time the
building up of tags becomes a way to collect and curate meaning. Note the tags
below from a Lang student.
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All- Around Excellent
Portfolios
Check-out the following ELPs for inspiration.
Lang First Year
Amanda Miller
Jeromey Martinez
Daniella Lopez
Parsons First Year
Yidi Chen
Yasemin Varlik
Eric Cheng
Naz Ertugrul
Parsons Fashion
Sydney Lowes
Parsons Design and Technology
Yu-Liang Shih

3.
Adding Content
The single most important element of an ELP is content. The
ELP is a virtual container for the student to collect and create
meaningful content. Formatting writing and media makes
the story of the student’s education accessible to the reader.

a. Writing
Although the ELP is a tool with several visual components, it is important to consider
that the blog and the practice of blogging are primarily meant to present writing online.
Blog-based writing can be paragraphs or pages, imaginative or persuasive, and often
prioritizes the author’s unique voice. With this perspective in mind, the ELP is well
suited to share writing.
Captions, Labels, Titles & Tags
Short sentence/ word length text is extremely important on the ELP. Clear use of
labeling sets up organization and communicates concepts to the reader. Descriptive
labeling also requires students to clarify procedure and cite sources appropriately.
Distilling complex ideas into simple titles and tags builds students ability to synthesize
knowledge. Tagging also encourages connections across courses and years in a
student’s education.
Response Writing
Response writing is work that students produce exclusively for the ELP. The length of
this writing spans a few paragraphs to a few pages. The student may complete a prewriting assignment on the ELP, a response to an exhibition, link a lecture to popular
culture, or keep an online journal. This writing allows students to engage with course
content as well as build personal voice. Writing of this type takes advantage of the
blog format of the ELP and relates to professional practices of online blogging.
Reflective Writing
Reflective writing is also writing that students produce exclusively for the ELP. It is
writing that requires students to step outside of a paper or project. Students pose
questions such as: ”what did I learn?” "why did I" "what if", "why not" and "what's
next". Repeated and regular practice of reflection builds metacognition in students,
the ability to self-assess, and teaches students how to learn in any context. These are
skills that impact both agility between disciplines and intrinsic connection to learning.

3. Adding Content

Writing Samples/ Essays, Papers & Reports
Writing that students produce in a course often takes the form of journal entry, essay,
paper and report. These items are often long and include individual and assessable
content that may or may not be appropriate to share in original form. PDFs of full
papers may be uploaded directly to the ELP for the reader to download. However a
faculty and student should consider if sharing the full document is the ideal method.
As the ELP is meant to showcase learning, adding a SELECTION of an essay or an
ABSTRACT of research is an excellent choice. This makes content accessible for the
reader and assists the student in synthesizing and articulating the big picture. The
sample can be posted with reflection writing that describes and archives the project or
course. For example a three paragraph selection of a fictional story might be added
with reflection describing the process of formulating character. The same method
works well with research projects. A student may upload a complete final report in
keynote or powerpoint. Or they may select one essential flow chart or graph and
present an abstract of the research.
Drafting Writing and the ELP
The ELP does not allow active drafting or annotating of text. Other platforms such as
canvas or google docs work best for this process, as does pen and paper. Projects
that require this interaction are best developed outside the ELP. Reflection on
iterations, drafts and annotations can then be posted through photographs of
handwritten pages, screen shots of the editing process and samples of changes to
text.
Comments
The comment section of the ELP allows a reader to write feedback at the bottom of the
post. This comment is public and can open a feed of dialogue between students. The
method works well with small teams of students who develop trust and build a
constructive dialogue. A faculty can guide this exchange by modeling productive
responses and entering the online conversation. Keep in mind that this comment
section becomes a component of the blog and is viewable to all readers.

b. Learning Artifacts
What do you see when visiting the artist or composer’s studio, designer’s workshop,
reporter’s oﬃce or scientist’s lab? In addition to finished creative products, method
and process are physically present. The most apparent are elements of productiontools, instruments, or technology. Iterations, drafts and experiments are visible.
Journals and sketchbooks hold ideation. Finally there is documentation of research- a
procedure mapped in a diagram, a graph of findings, taped-up image reproductions,
and collections of inspirational things. This visual evidence of the full creative process
can be included within the ELP.
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Sketchbook, Notebook and Journal Documentation
Sketchbooks, notebooks and journals are places to ideate work or collect observation.
They are often used ritualistically, daily or weekly, and as such they track over time.
These vital tools of learning are paramount to many New School courses and can be
used in conjunction with the ELP. Slideshows of book pages, or videos, are excellent
ways to archive this work in digital form.
Documentation of Learning Process and Activity
The procedure that a student follows when making or researching often determines the
outcome. Faculty are not always privy to this process, as it is often taking place
outside of class. Asking students to document procedure on the ELP is beneficial for
both students and faculty. Faculty are able to see the work unfold and can call-out key
moments. Students also begin to step outside of themselves and notice their own
methods. Both “ah-ha!” moments and challenges deserve documentation.
Materials Research and Curation
Collection is a process of gathering materials. New School projects often involve the
element of collection- be it objects from nature, swatches of color, discarded urban
waste, sound or sentence fragments. These are elements that can be documented in
photography, video or audio and added to the ELP. Other common research comes by
collecting examples of inspiring contemporary and historical art, design, and music.
The use of galleries, slideshows and captions on the ELP requires students to curate
media. Documenting relationships between similar and seemingly dissimilar elements
makes meaning.
Lecture Response
Many New School courses are lecture-based and involve the direct delivery of
information to students via faculty presentation. Actively engaging with this content on
the ELP builds students understanding and connection to the lecture. A lecture
response can certainly take the form of response writing. However the dynamic
potential of the ELP can be mined. A response to a lecture on music history might use
audio to compare and contrast several treatments of the piece. After a lecture on
character depiction, students might collect notebook observations of everyday
interaction. An art or design history lecture may inspire a curated gallery of
contemporary images related to the historical works. Photography of traﬃc flow in the
city might be a response to a lecture on urban planning.

c. Student Projects
The New School education asks that students, regardless of school or program,
engage in project-based work that stems from personal and social inquiry. As a result
many students produce physical projects that can be archived on the ELP.

3. Adding Content

Images & Objects
This is the traditional portfolio component of the ELP. Final works can be displayed in
galleries and as single images. The photography of these works is of the upmost
importance. Students can consider lighting, multiples angles, background and slight
digital editing. Taking clear documentation is a professional skill for students to master.
Time-Based Media
Audio, film, video and animation can be presented with links to hosting platforms such
as youtube, vimeo and sound cloud. These links should be placed in context with a
description. For example, a student arranging an audio work of found sound may write
about the composition of the work or it's intention. Using stills to present time-based
media is also an eﬀective solution as stills and captions can build a clear sense of
sequence and narrative. Reflection may address plot, pacing, and framing. Stills
allow students to pause the unfolding of the work to discuss choices made throughout
its progression.
Recorded Music
Music can be captured directly on the ELP or linked to online audio platforms such as
sound cloud. Full works or selections can be added. Students and faculty should
decide if sharing a full piece or a short selection is ideal. In either case adding
description and reflection on the work makes clear the learning that occurred. For
example a student learning a piece of music may write about how the instrument was
played diﬀerently as their understanding of the piece evolved. A student presenting an
original composition may present drafts of the compositions and writing about the
inspiration behind the work.
Live Performance
Live performance is temporary and archiving presents several opportunities.
Determine if it is appropriate to share elements of script or score. Possible
documentation of the performance includes video selections, as well as photography
of key moments. The use of description and reflective writing frames the context/
venue of performance, the students individual role and audience perceptions.
Research Presentations
Several programs at the New School ask students to present research in the form of a
verbal presentation. Many of these presentations involve media files such as
powerpoint, keynote or links to online presentation services such as Prezi. Direct links
and files may be uploaded to the ELP. Archiving the actual presentation can take the
form of video or audio recording. It may or may not be ideal to add the full research
presentations to the ELP, depending on the stage of research development and the
students considerations of ownership. Selecting a key diagram, writing a research
abstract and reflecting on what was learned in the project is eﬀective.
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d. Format Tutorials
Faculty should contemplate the work they are asking students to post. To insure that
the post is formatted correctly students can access tutorials for types of content. A
Help Site is available to guide students through the process of making new posts,
adding text, images and media.
The student help site is located at: http://portfolio.newschool.edu/studentsupport/

This site is evolving and contains information on the benefits of the ELP, examples and
tips on usage.
The support tap has links to Tutorials, FAQs and Tech Support and the Learning Center.
The Tutorial Page is located at http://portfolio.newschool.edu/studentsupport/tutorials/
Tutorial PDFs can be downloaded can handed out with assignments.
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4.
The Syllabus & the
elp
The ELP integrates best into a course when it is a key
component. Directed teaching with the ELP ensures that all
students develop the technical and conceptual tools needed
to move into independent practice.

a. ELP & Syllabus Structure
How to add the ELP to the already packed syllabus? Use the ELP to expand tried
and true teaching practices and what is already happening in class.
• When do students work with collection and reflection tools such as
sketchbooks, notebooks, or journals? How can this activity translate to the blog
format?
• When do students do short exercises or experiments? How can a small step in
a project or collaboration be saved and captured in the ELP?
• How do students reflect and critique? How can the ELP host a reflection or
comment-based critique.
Add the ELP to the syllabus plan and grid. Make the ELP a component of the plan
for the course and teach with it throughout the semester.
• How often will students in my course use the ELP?
• Will the ELP be a weekly tool in my course?
• Will a strategic use of the ELP once or twice in the semester work best?
• Does ELP engagement diﬀer as the semester progresses?
Devise assignment types that make sense for your specific course and discipline.
Assess these assignments with other course deliverables.
• Match ELP posts to the pacing of your course.
• Design concrete ELP prompts.
• Devise a clear method to manage and assess these posts.
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b. Assignments to Address Learning
Outcomes
ELP assignments can make Learning Outcomes transparent to students and
assessable for faculty.
An ELP assignment could focus on one specific Learning Outcome or address several.
A glance over a course’s learning outcomes is a great place to start when planning how
to add the ELP to the syllabus.
Where should I place the ELP in my course?
• Which Learning Outcomes have I not addressed fully in the past and how might
I use the ELP to explore these outcomes?
• Which Learning Outcomes are fully addressed in my syllabus and will NOT make
sense to add to ELP activities?
• Are there new connections between Learning Outcomes that I want to
emphasize on the ELP?
• Can my students name the Learning Outcomes of this course? How could the
ELP build transparency?
• What do I most want students to leave this course knowing/ doing? How can
this priority be a part of my planning?

The ELP and Language Support
The ELP is an ideal tool to use in a language support
classroom or with diverse language learners.
•
•
•

Allows for students to develop writing at their own pace.
Gives students a space to communicate complex concepts visually.
ELP assignments should be flexible and modifiable for diverse levels of
skills.

Want more support in developing excellent Language Support assignments?
Language Supported [LS] Resource Site
ESL Integrative Studio/ Seminar Sections
University Learning Center: learningcenter@newschool.edu / 212-229-5121
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c. Multiple-Posts vs. Long-Form Posts
How should assignments be managed? The types of assignments and frequency will
depend on the content of each course. Select a method that suits your teaching style.
And maintain consistency!
Also avoid redundancy, students do not want to feel that they are duplicating work and
faculty do not want to add to an already packed work load.
The Multiple-Post Method
• Assignments are given very frequently and break down small experiments,
tasks, and writing into separate posts.
• The benefit of this method is that it allows concrete skills to be assigned and
assessed.
• Students experience frequent use and become proficient quickly.
• The challenge of this method is that ELPs become packed with many posts that
can get unruly if not well organized. This method is also faculty-focused and
can limit student attachment and independence.
• This approach works best at the beginning of a semester or year.
The Long-Form Post Method
• Assignments are given at the end of a unit or project and include a large amount
of information, documentation and reflection.
• The benefit of this method is that related information is gathered and delivered
together in one post. This allows the visitor to see a whole story. This method is
also student-focused and gives space for personal style and attachment to
emerge.
• The challenge of this method is that students may not yet have the learning
habits established to do the deepest level of work.
• This approach works best at the end of a semester or year.
Studio, Seminar, Lab or Lecture?
• The type of course you are teaching may also determine the format of student
posting.
• Lecture and lab courses may assign several short posts that ask students to
connect a lecture concept or experiment with an observation from everyday life.
• Studio and seminar courses may assign long-form posts as students often
develop independent work in this context.
• There is no single, correct method. Faculty are free to develop a style with the
ELP that feels meaningful. What will make a method eﬀective is its consistency
and clarity to students.
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Use the ELP to get to know your
students!
Review students ELP at the beginning of the semester.
Or design an introductory post assignment.
The first ELP assignment has three main goals:
1. An introduction to your students and their experiences related to your
course content.
2. All students set-up and establish best practices of posting.
3. Break the ice to using the ELP!
An introductory post may have students share examples of their own art and
design, inspirations from other designers, favorite places and colors. Or the
introductory post could be a short assignment related to the first unit of the
course. Keep it simple to get students rolling quickly.
This first assignment could be completed in class together, with partners, or
independently as homework. Make sure to review the posts in class or give
feedback to students.

d. Assessment
Developing assignments should go hand-in-hand with assessment. Assessing the
ELP ensures that students are using the tool in a productive manner. Giving students
clear guidelines for ELP assessment puts everyone on the same page.
Make expectations transparent.
• Students need transparency in order to meet goals.
• Provide a rubric or description of the qualities that go into successful posts.
• Share examples of great student ELPs.
• Share a diversity of student examples to demonstrate the variety of personal
interpretation that meets expectations.
• Set aside class time to clarify the expectations of ELP assignments.
• Write a sample post in class with student participation and then assess the work
together.
Grading or using other assessment tools builds student accountability.
• Set a letter grade, point system or written feedback system to assess posts.
• Find another interactive way to build in ELP assessment, such as sharing posts
during class.
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•

The important consideration is to make students feel that the time and eﬀort put
into the ELP is a valuable component of class.

Use a form of assessment that best suits the course and your teaching style.
• Students respond to timely assessment so keep this in mind when deciding how
frequently to assign posts.
• Assess posts in a way that relates to the assessment strategies used in course
projects.
• If students regularly receive project grades then regular ELP post grades make
sense.
• If faculty prefer feedback meetings to grades, then the ELPs should be an
important component of the meetings.
• If group critique is the primary assessment tool for students, then ELP critiques
can be included during class time.

d. Prompts
Great ELP prompts are simple directives that encourage complex response. Be
clear when developing prompts. Any prompt that asks our students to ask the
following questions cannot go wrong. Consider your main goals when writing a
prompt. Why are you asking your students to do this assignment? And then be very
specific in your expectations.

What did I do?
How did I do it?
What did I learn?
What does it mean?
Why does it matter?
How does it connect?
What new questions do I have?

5.
Learning with the
ELP
The ELP is powerful because it is the students’ live record of
learning. Students working with the tool begin to watch their
evolution over the New School experience. They form
ownership of what they learn and how they learn.

a. Build Inquiry
Inquiry is the process of asking questions to collect information. Often inquiry
leads to more inquiry. For students to work productively in the world they need to
know how to observe, wonder, pose questions and collect research.
How to include inquiry on the ELP? Students might start to wonder as a part of
course readings or lectures. They may find new ideas riding the subway or attending
museum exhibitions. Or they may begin to observe everyday experiences in new
ways.
The rubric below outlines some attributes of inquiry that appear in ELP posts.
Topic

Developing

Proficient

Achieving

Advanced

Collection

Collection is
sparse and
limited source
types are
utilized.

Explores at
least two
sources of
inspiration.

Collects material
from multiple and
diverse sources.

Compares and
contrasts data. Makes
juxtaposition of images
to explore concepts.
Evidences research
growing over time.

Research

Research
random and
limited.

Research
demonstrates
one line of
investigation.

Research
demonstrates more
then one line of
investigation.

Research
demonstrates several
directions of
investigation and the
honing of questions.

Analysis

Inspirations
and data are
presented or
listed.

Inspirations
and data are
described or
summarized.

Inspirations and
data are described,
summarized and
cross-compared.

Inspirations and data
are analyzed
extensively. Ideas are
described,
summarized, crosscompared, abstracted
and synthesized into
design concepts.
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b. Develop Reflection
Mapping the iterations of a performance or paper from inspiration to resolution
demonstrates learning. Self-evaluation of the learning process makes a reflective
student.
How to include reflection on the ELP? An ELP post that demonstrates a procedure of
working and a sequence of choices often leads a student to self-reflect. Prompt a student to
not only record the steps, but to examine what happened. When did you make a plan? When
did you trust your intuition? When did a mistake turn in to a discovery? When did you need to
consult an expert or find a new source? What would you do diﬀerently in the future? Where
will you go from here? The goal is for the students to understand the learning process, build
strengths and try new methods.
The rubric below outlines some attributes of reflection that appear in ELP posts.
Topic

Developing

Proficient

Achieving

Advanced

Methods

No
presentation of
methods or
documentation
of process.

Documents
process and
methods as a
sequence of
photographs and
sketches.

Documents process
and methods as a
sequence of
photographs and
sketches, labeling
steps.

Iteration

The first
attempt or idea
is used
throughout the
project without
editing or
experimenting.

A single edit or
experimentation is
employed to
strengthen the
original model.

Several visualizations, A sequence of
tests or prototypes
visualizations, tests or
are developed.
prototypes are
generated, each
improving on the
previous model.

Reflection

No evidence of
stepping back
and examining
the process or
project.

Evidence of
stepping back and
assessing a
positive or negative
component of
process or project.

Evidence of stepping
back to assess the
process and project
with self-posed
questions such as
"why did I".

Documents process
and methods as a
sequence of
photographs and
sketches, labeling
steps, explaining
methods, and
assessing
eﬀectiveness.

Evidence of stepping
back to assess the
process and project
with self-posed
questions such as "why
did I" "what if", "why
not" and "what's next".
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c. Communicate Relevance
Presenting work on the ELP asks students to place work into a larger context of ideas,
summarizing the meaning and stating the relevance of the piece or study.
How to state relevance on the ELP? Framing a graph or music piece for the reader requires
the student to describe the elements of the work and identify the ideas behind the work. How
does this piece fit into a social context or provide a new approach to technology? How does
the work relate to a specific discipline or popular culture? Why does your work matter?
The rubric below outlines some attributes of communicating relevance that appear in ELP
posts.
Topic

Proficient

Achieving

Advanced

Selections of
work are
confusing and
the main ideas
are not clear.

Selections of work
are clear and
summarize main
ideas.

Selections of work
are clear and
summarize main
ideas. Selections are
organized.

Selections of work are
clear and summarize
main ideas. Selections
are organized and
diverse methods of
presentation are
considered.

Description Work is
presented with
little or no
description.

Work is discussed
briefly using little
descriptive
language.

Work is discussed in
detail creating a
clear picture or
intent.

Work is discussed in
detail creating a clear
picture or intent and
utilizing disciplinebased vocabulary.

General intent,
content and
meaning are
outlined.

Specific intent and
Specific intent,
content and meaning content and meaning
are outlined.
are outlined and
connected to the
world beyond the
classroom.

Selection

Meaning

Developing

Intent, content
and meaning are
not presented.
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d. Form Personal Practice
As students build connections across courses and years of study at the New School,
they begin to see personal practice develop. This illusive “voice” is the unique mark of
the student, defined by the subjects they choose to study, the questions they ask, in
what they produce and in the causes that they champion. They will take this sense of
personal agency into the professional world.
How to form personal practice on the ELP? The student does not need to try to form a
personal voice on the ELP- it will just happen. The accumulation of courses and years of
study builds a map to the student’s education and personal passions. Shifts in perspective
and growth are apparent. In the connections between courses and ideas we find the
individual student.
The rubric below outlines some attributes of personal voice that appear across ELP posts.
Topic

Developing

Themes

Themes of study
are inconsistent
or redundant.

Production The production
shows little
evidence of
independent
choice.

Ownership

Life and learning
feel separate.

Proficient

Achieving

Advanced

Themes of study
are related.

Themes of study are
interconnected.

Themes of study are
interconnected and
expansive.

The production
shows the student
making
independent
choices.

The production
shows the student
making independent
choices. Choices
are analyzed for
future direction.

The production shows
the student making
independent choices.
Choices are analyzed
for future direction.
Personal direction is
realized.

Some connections
are made between
life and learning.

Connections are
made between life
and learning.

Deep connections are
made between life and
learning.

6.
Semester Look-Back
Post
New School courses use the ELP in multiple ways. Using the
tool once in a semester is extremely valuable for courses
that do not integrate it more fully. The Semester Look-Back
Post documents the course and asks the student to reflect
on learning.
Below is a prompt that will assist students in creating an ELP course reflection.

Semester Look-Back Post
Directive: Develop an Electronic Learning Portfolio post to archive your
experience in a course. Describe the course clearly, add samples of your work
and reflect on your learning.
What to include?
1.

You will begin by collecting and reviewing all the work you completed in the
course.

2.

Describe the course- what was the focus and format of the course?

3.

Select three highlights from your work in the course. These highlights might
consist of major projects or papers. A highlight could also be a productive
class debate, a journal entry, a materials experiment, an illuminating course
trip or a new skill.

4.

For each one of the course highlights write a paragraph of description. Use
images and media to illustrate your ideas. You may upload photography or
video of process, projects and performances. You may upload files or
selections of writing.

5.

Reflect on your learning in the course. What aspects of the course were
most meaningful? Challenging? How did you grow over the course? Did the
skills or ideas covered in this course connect to another course you have
taken? What aspects of the course would you like to explore in the future?

Double check that you have categorized and tagged your post!

7.
Getting Started &
Managing student
posts
Faculty do NOT need to be Word Press experts or even have
proficiency with the platform to require student use. The
University ELP Templates are customized for university
programs. Online supports guide students in set-up and a
Help Site provides students with tutorials. Assisting students
in ELP set-up means steering students to the right resource
at the right time.

a. Getting Started Guidelines
Layout the understanding that the ELP is part of the New School learning environment,
and although it represents individual voices it is a shared platform that requires
consistency. Students may expect to customize the background or logo of a site.
They will load the site with all types of individual content to represent their own voice
as a researcher, musician, or designer.
Students may NOT CHANGE THE TEMPLATE! Each template was designed
specifically for individual New School programs and is made to suit our program needs
and community.
Tips for Successful Set-Up
•
•

•

Have the class work together or in partners to set-up the ELP. Students have
diverse experience with technology and can be of great assistance to each
other.
Require the class to read the template posts before they start using the ELP. Do
this in class. If students read these posts carefully and discuss they will have a
solid picture of the structure of the learning portfolio and will be able to use it in
an organized manner.
Model an attitude of adventure. The Campus Press blog is dynamic and
exciting, but can take time to build comfort. Allow students to ask questions
and help each other. Share the role of expert.
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b. Information Technology Video Tutorials
Information Technology has created a series of short and clear videos to guide
students through the process of setting up the ELP. These links can be shared with
students, or videos can be played in class.

The full series is available here.

1. How to Access Your Learning Portfolio
2. Creating Your Learning Portfolio
3. Five Main Components of the Learning Portfolio
4. Creating Categories and Tags
5. Dashboard Overview
Faculty Teaching Blogs
Faculty are also able to build Campus Press Course blogs. Keep emphasis
on maintaining individual student ELPs. But if having a course blog or
setting up a site to experiment sounds interesting- log in!
Want more ideas for making a Campus Press course blog?
Check out examples here:
Scott Korb/ Lang
Jamie Kruse/ Sustainable Systems Parsons
John Roach/ Time Parsons
Bryan Melillo/ Integrated Studio 1/ Parsons
Anette Millington/ Integrated Studio 2/ Parsons
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c. Finding Your Students ELPs
Now that your students have ELPs you need to find them to review work. Have your
students add their own link to their student profile in canvas. Once this link is
added you will be able to view the ELP, as will every faculty who is teaching the student
for all subsequent semesters. To get to your students profiles click on the “people” tab
in your canvas menu. You will then be able to navigate to the ELP.

The tutorial on adding a link a Canvas Profile is here.

If your students do not add their own links to canvas profiles, it will be necessary
to maintain a list of links to get to student URLs. Set up this list at the beginning of
the course and make it available to all students so that they are able to link into each
other’s ELPs. Use a system that works with how you already track your class. For
example if you use google docs to collect assignments then creating a document and
keeping it in the class folder would be an option. Other options include creating a
canvas page or a link list on a class blog.

d. Using Canvas to Manage the ELP
Below is an example of a “ELP Assignments” category in Canvas. This helps students
manage the ELP assignments.
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Assignments in Canvas can require the submission of a URL. This means that
students submit the URL of the assigned ELP post and Canvas takes a screen shot of
the ELP at the time of submission. This screen shot can then be viewed in Speed
Grader. Note that to view galleries and video it is necessary to link out to the ELP.

Want to brush up on Canvas tools and find more advanced uses for
Canvas?
Check out the Canvas help site here:
http://guides.instructure.com/m/5834
Contact Distributed Education: canvas@newschool.edu
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e. ELP Privacy and Outward Facing Content
ELP Privacy
The ELP is a component of the New School education, however the added content
belongs to the student. The student may share the ELP within the New School
community or with a larger community outside of the school.
In the “reading-settings" section of the student's dashboard, the student has options to
customize privacy.

The ideal setting is “visitors must have a login- anyone that is a registered user of the
New School Sites can gain access”. This is the suggested setting for students as it
makes sharing with students and faculty easy, yet keeps the content within our
academic community.
“Discourage Search Engines from Indexing This Site” may be a selection that students
make when sharing the ELP outside of the New School, to friends, family or employers.
Students may shift privacy settings at will.
Outward Facing Content
The ELP prepares students for maintaining a professional digital presence. Students
may share the ELP with the outside world, but also may prefer to keep the ELP within
the New School community. In this situation the student may use the content of the
ELP as material to curate into a personal website.
Selections of the ELP are also ideal source material to add to student career
services Tenlegs profile and portfolio.

