The personal meaning of the chat function in the social media has changed quite
drastically since I started using Facebook during Middle School.

At ﬁrst, I found it a really fresh way of chatting. I starting using popular acronyms back
then, such as idk, jk, lol, and so on. I found it fun playing around with my friends. This
aspect continued even until now with only a few people.

Later on, I started adding teachers as friends on Facebook, which became a place for me
to contact them as if they were so reachable. This also changed the way students could
communicate with their teachers, creating extra work for teachers having to respond
their studentsʼ messages outside of class time.

Now in Paris, social media becomes a really important way of free communication with
my parents, teachers, and friends from back home. I use video calls with my family,
cherishing every moment we have on call. I send wishes to my friends and teachers
during festivals.

Therefore, texting becomes a more formal way of communication than before.

After I started using Instagram, I took a few photos with my friends, some photos of
myself, and things that I observe. I havenʼt posted in a really long time.

I ﬁnd our pages on social media, including our proﬁle posts, chats, comments, and other
actions shaping an image of ourselves online. Does this represent a person as a whole? I
wouldnʼt say it does completely It doesnʼt include all the unrecorded events in our lives.
But it can provide an online identity that may be different from the everyday identity
that we have.

After all, everything that we put online may be collected as data for targeting
advertisement. So, I mostly ignore the advertisements that appear in the social media,
knowing it came to be.

