Fantastic Beasts: Chimaera
Some of the most powerful and at times scariest mythical beasts are the ones that are
amalgamations of other formidable animals. The Greek
mythological creature, the Chimaera, is a definite member
of this group. Not only is it a mixture of a lion, goat, and
serpent, but it has also been recorded in literature to spit
fire at its enemies (Homer). The Chimaera has shown up
in its share of Greek mythology and even modern-day
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literature such as the Harry Potter books by J.K. Rowling where its powerful and menacing
reputation continues on.
The Chimaera’s origins start in Lycia, but the beast is more well-known through the
myths and art of the Greek (Atsma). It has been depicted multiple times in ancient Greek
paintings with three heads: “one that of a glare-eyed lion, one of a goat, and the third of a snake”
(Hesiod). By being a single creature that possesses the strengths of three other animals
(Chimera), this beast is recognized as a formidable
obstacle. The Chimaera is also known for its familial
relations to other amalgamated beasts like Echidna and
the Sphinx (Hesiod) who are also categorized as
powerful mythical creatures. The most popular story
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involving the Chimaera is the one of Bellerophon where the King of Lycia, Iobates, needed to
send Bellerophon to death. Since the King did not want to execute him himself, he decided to
send Bellerophon into combat with the Chimaera, knowing that no one would be able to survive
such a task (Diodorus). However, contrary to his desires, Bellerophon was able to defeat the

monster but only with the help of Pegasus, another mythical creature made up of different
animals (Hesiod). This poses the idea that only those of combined strengths are powerful enough
to destroy each other. This myth depicts the reputation of the Chimaera as an unbeatable creature
which is an image the Chimaera usually holds when it is introduced in other media like Harry
Potter.
Even though there are some differences in between the original stories of the Chimaera
and Rowling’s works, such as her lack of inclusion of the goat and serpent head, the books still
maintain the standing of the Chimaera as one of the
most formidable magical creatures one could come
across. One of the more obvious pointers towards
Rowling’s interpretation of the creature can be found
through the Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them
textbook which lists the Chimaera as a level XXXXX
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creature, defining the beast as a known killer and one of the most dangerous beings in the
Wizarding World (Fantastic Beasts 7). Just like in the Bellerophon myth, only one wizard has
been recorded to have defeated this beast and unfortunately died afterwards due to exhaustion
(Fantastic Beasts 7). Within the actual Harry Potter series, the first time the Chimaera is
mentioned is in Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix when Hermione mentions that she
has been trying to persuade Hagrid not to bring Chimaera eggs to Hogwarts. Even just the
mention of this creature leaves Ron and Harry frightened, showing how much of an effect this
beast has on people in the Wizarding World (Order of the Phoenix 442). Through this
interaction, the audience is also provided with a look into Hagrid’s wild personality that allows
him to recognize any creature, regardless of their violent nature, as something to be understood

and cared for. Other than this instance with Hagrid, the Chimaera is mentioned only one other
time in Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows when Vincent Crabbe tries to use the spell
Fiendfyre to stop Harry from finding the diadem in the Room of Requirement (Deathly Hallows
635). This spell is known for its destructive
abilities since it spews sentient fire in the form
of dangerous beasts like chimaeras that will kill
anything in its path. Additionally, if the wizard
Fiendfyre: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aMmHLNtIpf8&t=95s

is not in full control of the spell, it can end up

killing the caster as it did to Crabbe (Deathly Hallows 632). Not only can this spell eliminate life
but also Horcruxes which is an ability reserved for only a few powerful magical tools such as the
Basilisk’s fang. The fact that such a formidable and uncontrollable spell is linked to chimaeras
shows how wizards within this book and Rowling herself view this beast in the same dangerous
way the Greek did in the past.
Rowling could have mentioned the Chimaera in the books to draw a connection between
its main trio as well. Just like how the Chimaera is a combination of three strong beings, the
three main characters in Harry Potter spend the
majority of the books as a team that functions as a
single entity. Harry, Ron, and Hermione all have
their own strengths, but by working together they
are able to achieve more and advance further in
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their journey through the Wizarding World. This team’s joint power is exhibited in the very first
book Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone where each member was able to contribute in
solving the maze that protected the Sorcerer’s Stone with Harry using his flying skills to catch

the correct key, Hermione using her knowledge to slip through the Devil’s Snare, and Ron using
his chess skills to get past the life-sized chess board. The metaphorical connection between the
Chimaera and the main trio could be another reason to why the Chimaera does not appear
frequently in the books since Rowling already has her own version of a Chimaera through the
characters of Harry, Ron, and Hermione. Just
like how this beast is able to eliminate all
obstacles in its path, these three wizards are, in
the end, able to defeat the chaos and evil
Voldemort brought to their world. Many people
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in the Wizarding World had thought it would be

impossible to defeat the Dark Lord, but through the joint strengths of our main three characters,
Rowling was able to introduce a being similar to the Chimaera that moves forward as a singular
unstoppable force. Plato even specifically cited the Chimaera as an example of the “ideal image
of the soul…in which two or more different natures are said to grow into one” which accurately
describes the three main characters of this series due to their ability to function as one force of
nature that no one can defeat.
Fantastic creatures can seem far from reality at times but through a certain lens they can
be viewed as parallels to actual human experiences. The Chimaera is used as a way to explore
the traits and abilities of the characters in the Harry Potter series who are in a fictional world but
still deal with difficult tasks like normal people. Even within another fantasy realm, this beast is
able to permeate as a strong symbol of power and strength through the coming together of
different individuals.
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