
Designing Your Course Environment
1. Simplify your Page 

Consider removing widgets from the homepage that you will 

not use. Also, remove links in the navigation to tools that you 

will not use. This helps:

• Draw attention to the technology you will use

• Reduce confusion amongst students about what 

technology you will not use

2. Customize Page Content & Layout
Your course homepage is comprised of widgets such as the 

Content Browser, News, & Calendar widgets. 

• Consider creating custom widgets to highlight important 

content, interactive spaces, or ways to get help. In this 

example, we’ve created an Office Hours sign up widget. 

• Arrange the widgets in terms of importance on the 

homepage moving from top left, down to the right.

3. Keep it Current
Need to update your course materials, encourage 

participation in a discussion, or show pride in your students 

through praise? Use the News tool. It’s the unsung hero tool 

in Brightspace. 

• Students receive an immediate email notification about 

new postings

• You can make it personal by quickly inserting video using 

Kaltura

• You can make sure that content changes are easy for 

students to find on the home page

These are not the only ways in which you can customize 

your Brightspace course, but they are the most important to 

consider in terms of learning. For more information on how 

to edit your course page, please visit: 

http://teaching.technology.gsu.edu/?p=742

Or, make an appointment with an instructional designer at 

the CII by calling 404.413.4700.
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Organizing Your Content
1. Organize for Studiers
Create Modules in a structure that matches a Google search. For students on the go, 

accessing content on mobile devices, they will find the content they are looking for 

more quickly if it is named according to the topic name, not an arbitrary name like 

Week 3, or Chapter 3. This also will help you move a course from semester to 

semester and when textbooks change. So, win-win. In this example, you can see that 

content is broken down according to Topics, with each topic as a submodule.

2. Include Assignments and Non-Content Materials 

In order to simplify the online experience, it can be beneficial to include all of your 

course work in the content browser. After you create your Quizzes, Discussions, or 

Dropboxes, come to the Content tool to Add Existing Activities into the browser. This 

saves your students some clicks, and helps ensure that assignments are completed.

3. Don’t Overwhelm 

A full screen of content, with supplemental materials, and options of all types can be 

daunting to students. So, when you add all of your materials to your course, as 

suggested above, make sure to use some of the techniques in the example on the 

left: hide some content from the overall course structure by using submodules, or 

create Release Conditions that only allow content to be displayed once students 

have completed a certain task (like viewing content or completing a quiz). In this 

example, the Topics module is broken down into 6 submodules.

These are only a few of the most general ways that all courses could be benefitted 

through design. To learn more about how your course could be organized for you 

and your students, call the CII at 404.413.4700.
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