
 

2020-2021 MTHS Preliminary School Year Planning & 

General Safety Information  

We are living through a pandemic with many unknowns. While we have hope for brighter days 

ahead, the fact is that we are in a “waiting game” and the situation is changing every day. We 

must be partners and work together in order to provide the best possible experience for the 

students of Metamora Township High School, with health and safety being our top priority. We 

are thankful for the community input via emails, surveys and phone calls. We are truly grateful 

to be in a community that cares for the well being of students and staff. Let’s offer each other 

grace as we navigate this together. 

The MTHS Board of Education, after meeting on Thursday, gave the administration the 

latitude to continue to develop a pathway to reopen school.  Our return-to-school plans for 

2020-2021 are fluid at this time and will be continually evaluated and updated in accordance 

with local, state, and federal guidelines. This document is our Preliminary Plan and we will be 

sending a more detailed plan with logistical information by the end of July, as the Illinois State 

Board of Education (ISBE)  is going to release more required guidance that most likely will 

impact our plans. As you can imagine with almost 1000 students and 100 staff there are a lot of 

logistics to work through and we will continue to communicate updates to you as they become 

available.  This overview is intended to provide pertinent safety information so that parents 

and guardians feel informed as we make plans to reopen school on August 12 for our freshmen 

and all students returning on August 13.  

Please keep in mind, our schedules and guidelines are intended to give us the best chance at 

staying in our physical building as long as we can and keep our students, faculty, and staff safe. 

It will take every Redbird working together! The “block” shortened schedule outlined below, 

reduces passing periods and movement throughout the building, reduces the amount of time 

students spend in masks, maximizes instructional time while students are in the building, and 

works towards eliminating many of the logistical and health challenges presented by serving 

lunch.  A nutritional grab-and-go lunch will be available for students at the end of each day.  
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We will start school with a “soft” opening, with the intent to transition to a full day 

schedule. Students will be on campus 5 days a week on a shortened block schedule.  

● Classes are 64 minutes. 

● Day 1: hours 1,2,3,4 

● Day 2: hours 5,6,7,8 

● The schedule will alternate every other school day.  

● The day will run from 8:00 - 12:34.  

The following guidelines are based on recommendations and requirements provided by the 

ISBE, and the Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH) which we are required to follow. 

Face Coverings & Social Distancing 

● All staff, students, and visitors must wear a face covering in all MTHS facilities and on 

MTHS school buses. Students will not be let into the building or on a bus without a face 

covering. Medical documentation will be needed if students are not wearing masks and 

they will need to wear a face shield.  

● A face covering includes: non-medical grade disposable face masks, cloth face coverings 

(over the nose and mouth), or those students who for medical reasons must wear 

full-face shields, instead of a face mask, to protect the eyes, nose, and mouth.  

● Teachers will provide “mask breaks” when possible, where students in small groups or 

small classes will be supervised outside, and maintain social distance without masks. 

● Parents are encouraged to provide a face covering for their child that the child is 

comfortable wearing. MTHS will only provide face coverings for students if/when 

needed. 

● Students and staff will be encouraged to practice social distancing, keeping six feet of 

distance from others when possible.  

Student Attendance 

● Students attending in-person school must be at school in order to be marked present 

that day. If students are not comfortable beginning the school year attending in person 

instruction for medical or other reasons, they will have the option of using an online 

program (Edgenuity) to progress to their graduation requirements. 

● If a student must utilize the Edgenuity online program, it is a semester-long 

commitment. Students will need to set an appointment with their counselor to select 

courses.  There are core curriculum courses available as well as limited elective courses. 
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Students will be given login information and are expected to make daily progress on 

each course. Please note that Edgenuity courses will be graded on a Pass-Fail basis as no 

letter grade or GPA is awarded for these courses. Edgenuity courses carry credit toward 

graduation requirements, but do not apply to NCAA Clearinghouse requirements.  If a 

student is considering Edgenuity, we strongly suggest they work through their Guidance 

Counselor.  

● In the event that a temporary in-person school closure is needed, all students in the 

district will return to a Remote Learning plan until we can return to the school building. 

● We are currently reviewing the Student Handbook to ensure all procedures align with 

conditions surrounding COVID-19.  

COVID-19 Screening & Confirmed Cases 

● Teachers and staff will self-screen for COVID-19 symptoms prior to coming to school 

each day. 

● Parents and guardians will be asked to screen students in their household for COVID-19 

symptoms prior to coming to school each day. Screening guidance will be provided. 

● All visitors will be screened by the school to determine if the visitors have any COVID-19 

symptoms.  

● Staff, students, and visitors who are confirmed to have COVID-19, or those who are 

exhibiting COVID-19 symptoms, must stay at home throughout the infection period. 

Additionally, students or staff who have been in direct contact with a known positive 

must work with the local health department and MTHS to establish a return-to-campus 

plan. 

● Students who exhibit symptoms of COVID-19 at school will be immediately separated 

from other students and sent home. 

● If any student or staff member at a school campus is identified COVID-19 positive, the 

district will notify and work with the Woodford County Health Department on contact 

tracing.  Communication of positive cases will follow health department guidelines.  

 

We expect there will be changes between now and August 13 when our students are set to 

return. We will share updates with you as quickly as we can as we move through the next few 

weeks. We have tried to balance the needs of our students, the variety of 

viewpoints/expectations of our parents, the guidelines/requirements of our governing 

authorities, the needs and opinions of our staff, and what can and cannot be done with the 

constraints of our facilities.  
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This plan and our more detailed plan, which will be sent by the end of July, is reflective of the 

collaborative work of our leadership teams, our faculty, administration and the Board of 

Education.  

Sanitation & Prevention 
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