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William Ritter joined the University of Delaware faculty in 1971 and retired December, 2014. He was
professor of bioresources and environmental and civil engineering. He continues to serve as a senior policy
fellow in the Center Energy and Environmental Policy. At the University of Delaware he has had
appointments in teaching, research and extension and served as department chair of the Bioresources
Engineering Department for 15 years. He has conducted research on groundwater quality, nonpoint source
pollution, irrigation water management, water quality modeling, livestock waste management, land
application of wastes and wastewater treatment. He has served as a consultant to state and federal
government agencies, engineering consulting firms, industry and non-profit organizations. He has taught
courses in wastewater treatment, water treatment, irrigation and drainage engineering, hydrology, water
resources management, soil and water conservation, soil physics, solid waste management and agricultural
air pollution. He has over 300 refereed journal papers, conference proceedings, book chapters, books,
extension publication and technical reports and has presented over 200 papers at international, national
and regional meetings.
He is a fellow of American Society of Civil Engineers and American Society of Agricultural and Biological
Engineers and life member of both the Water Environment Federation and American Water Works
Association. He is a diplomat of the American Academy of Water Resources Engineers and the American
Academy of Environmental Engineers and Scientists. He has been editor of the Journal of Irrigation and
Drainage Engineering since 2001 and has held leadership positions in both ASCE and ASABE. He has
received numerous awards including the ASCE Royce Tipton Award, ASCE Richard R. Torrence
Outstanding Editor Award, ASCE Delaware Section Civil Engineer of the Year, ASABE Gunloginson
Countryside Engineering Award, ASABE-NAR Young Engineer of the Year and ASABE-NABEC
Distinguished Service Award.

