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A RESOLUTION in Favor of Replacing Conventional Hand Dryers with Energy-Efficient Hand Dryers
in University of Delaware Buildings
WHEREAS the University of Delaware (“the University”) published the UD Climate Action Plan in
2009 announcing a goal to reduce campus-wide carbon emissions by 20% by 2020;1 and
WHEREAS the installation of energy-efficient appliances, such as hand dryers, in campus facilities will
decrease electricity use and resulting carbon emissions to help reach the Climate Action Plan target by the
end of the year; and
WHEREAS the use of conventional hand dryers and/or recycled paper towels is less efficient than
energy-efficient hand dryers;2 and
WHEREAS paper towels require energy with every use for their production, transportation, and disposal
— factors that hand dryers do not require on a per-use basis; and
WHEREAS hand dryers are an effective hygienic practice;3 and
WHEREAS numerous models of hand dryers are commercially available with Environmental Product
Declarations (EPD), an internationally recognized standardized method to analyze and communicate the
life-cycle environmental and health impacts of products or services; and
WHEREAS numerous models of hand dryers are commercially available with Health Product
Declarations (HPD), which provide a full disclosure of the potential chemicals of concern in products;
and
WHEREAS EPD and HPD certified energy-efficient hand dryers help qualify for several Leadership in
Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) credits, which benefit the University in terms of its
sustainability goals;
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BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED that the Graduate Student Government encourages the University to
integrate the replacement conventional hand dryers with energy-efficient hand dryers in all University
building design plans.

