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MALAWI:
PROJECT UPDATE
This August, the Malawi team returned to the Sakata region to begin our newest partnership with the
community of Chilimani! After a successful implementation in Mphero last year, the team was very excited
to get back on the ground and learn about a new
community. EWB-UD previously surveyed Chilimani,
as well as 3 other communities, during implementation last year. Using a decision matrix, the team decided that Chilimani had the greatest need due to the
limited sources of potable water available and the
long distances many community members walk to
gather water. This community, located in one of the
most impoverished countries in the world, has a population of over 1,000 people who rely on subsistence
farming as their major source of income. The team
spent the spring planning in order to ensure we would
gather all necessary technical information.
Upon arriving in Malawi, we met with the chief and
committee leaders of Chilimani. The next day, we
conducted a community mapping activity in order to
meet community members and learn about their water sources. For the rest of the trip, we performed
household surveys, geophysical tests, and met with
contractors in the area. From the tests, the team was
able to identify locations for future wells and gather
information needed to begin the design process.
Additionally, the trip served as an opportunity to

monitor and evaluate the well we implemented in
Mphero last year, as well as visit many old friends!
The team was excited to see that well was fully functioning and that Mphero had remained dedicated to
maintaining it. The members of Mphero expressed
the joy and gratitude we remembered so well and explained that since the implementation of the well, they
have had clean water year-round. The most notable
change was that many of the children are now able to
go to school because they no longer have to walk
long distances to gather water. The team was excited
to see the project is off to a good start, but looks forward to continuing the partnership with Mphero to ensure the well is sustainable for years to come.
With the start of the semester, the Malawi team
enters the busiest time of the year! The team has
started exploring a variety of well designs, looking into
solar power and other alternatives that present new
challenges. For the rest of the school year, we will
continue researching and working with our mentors
and in-country partners to identify the best solution to
bring potable water to Chilimani. We hope that
through the continued support of our donors, EWBUD will be able to improve the standard of living for
thousands of people in the Sakata region and to empower these communities through educational and
sustainable engineering solutions.

PHILIPPINES:
PROJECT UPDATE
Over the past semester, the Philippines Team has been hard at
work refining the designs for a proposed water distribution and chlorination system in the Ubujan community. The team is currently in contact with a US-based non-profit organization. This organization has
experience implementing water systems in the Philippines similar to
the team’s project. Through this potential partnership, the team hopes
to obtain consistent monitoring of the project while not in-country, as
well as strengthen community ties with a recurring local presence.
Team members have been working together on a variety of tasks to
move the project forward. The team has developed healthy water
handling, storage, and sanitation education modules in an effort to ensure the community members’ understanding of the purpose and benefits of our proposed system. These, along with modules that focus on
the technical aspects of the maintenance and operation of the chlorination and piping systems, are intended to foster the growth of local
technical expertise. Several students have been improving the project’s technical drawings and site plans by applying knowledge gained
in their classes. Through the use of ArcGIS, a widely practiced mapping software, one student has used skills learned in the classroom to
develop improved maps of the distribution system. With more detailed
maps, the team increased the accuracy needed for a successful implementation trip.
The team has also successfully submitted the final technical report
to Engineers Without Borders USA. Experts at EWB-USA will review
the designs and implementation plan, and the team is confident in obtaining the technical approval needed to progress the project.
As the semester comes to a close, the team is excited to continue
developing strong relationships with the Ubujan community, and further their preparations for an implementation trip. While planning for
this trip, the team is carefully considering the social and economic implications of this project’s implementation, keeping the core values of
community empowerment and education in mind to instill a genuine
sense of ownership and connection to the proposed system. We are
incredibly grateful for all the support and guidance that has allowed us
to achieve what we have so far, and we look forward to continuing our
work to secure Ubujan’s basic right to clean water in the near future.

EWB-UD partnered with the Department of Art and Design
once again to host the second annual EWB Art Exhibit and
Silent Auction! The event occurred on Tuesday, December 5
from 3pm to 7:30pm in Taylor Hall Gallery and coincided with
the Art Department’s Holiday Art Sale Closing Reception (also
in Taylor Hall). Patrons celebrated EWB’s work and mission
through various pieces created by talented UD art students
while enjoying good food and live music! Proceeds from the
show will go in part to funding EWB projects and also in part
to the art students involved. Thank you to all who helped
make this event possible!

EWB-UD ReachOut has been involved in some exciting
events this semester. Our partnership with Downes Elementary School continues to thrive, and recently EWB-UD members led by Downes Chair Chris Kitson designed a trophy for
students celebrating their participation in the Safe Routes To
School (SRTS) program. The SRTS team has been hard at
work designing infrastructure changes which will be implemented in Summer 2019. Additionally, another Bike to School
Day is being planned for the spring. ReachOut efforts have
also extended to White Clay Creek State Park and the K-12
Engineering Outreach office where programs included
“Hallowe’engineering” at the end of October and
“Family Friday” in early November. EWB-UD ReachOut expects to maintain an active role in the local community for the
future and looks forward to new partnerships!

As this semester draws to a close, EWB would like to extend a
heartfelt thank you to our many dedicated supporters. The
work that we do would not be possible without the generous
donations we receive from our sponsors helping support student development and fund the work we do abroad. As our 10
year anniversary comes to a close, we look to cement our legacy here at UD and ensure the continued success of EWB-UD.
Through the Dr. Steven K Dentel EWB Enrichment Fund, we

are raising funds to support our future through remembering our past. If you are interested in supporting the future
of EWB, please consider donating through this link.

