Biannual Newsletter: Fall 2016

MALAWI:

Project
Update

Since 2014, EWB-UD has been working with the village of Mphero,
Malawi to identify their needs and design an appropriate
sustainable engineering solution. This community, located in one
of the most impoverished countries in the world, has a severe need
for potable water due to its extended dry season. After working on
designs and extensive plans throughout the year, we received
approval, successfully fundraised for the implementation, and
signed the contracts with the drillers. Our travel team touched
down in Malawi on August 6th ready to meet the community and
begin construction. After a week of early mornings, problem
solving and hard work, our travel team saw years of research and
dedication come to fruition in a gush of water followed by elated
cheers. By the time we left Malawi, the contractor had finished two
wells: one completed with a well pad and pump, and one sealed
later to be completed with the assistance of Villages in Partnership,
the non-governmental organization in Mphero.
Beyond the joy and gratitude of the community, perhaps one of the
most exciting parts of the journey was watching the community
take ownership of their project through training about the parts of
the pump and how to replace them. We are confident that the
Mphero Water Committee has the technical knowledge and the
personal commitment to maintain the wells that will provide the
village with water for many generations to come.
Looking ahead to continuing our commitment with the Sakata
Region in Malawi, we are planning our next partnership with
Chilimani, another village in the region. We hope that through the
continued support of our members and our donors, EWB-UD will
be able to help improve the standard of living for people in the
region for years to come.

PHILIPPINES
Project Update
Our project in Ubujan, Philippines, born from the relationship
between a student and her grandfather’s hometown, is deeply
rooted in both of our communities. After learning of the village’s
lack of safe and consistent water, we began a partnership with
Ubujan in 2015. In August of the same year, our travel team
visited the community, located on the island of Bohol in the
Philippines. After identifying and evaluating their need and
travelling back in January 2016 to finish our assessment, we are
excited to be planning an implementation trip to bring this village
clean water for this coming summer. From our first two
assessment trips we have identified the community’s greatest
need to be access to potable water, as their current water sources
are contaminated with disease-causing bacteria. We are now in
the process of finalizing a design to disinfect and distribute water
throughout the community. The design includes building a
chlorination system and installing multiple communal taps
throughout half of Ubujan using water from an existing reservoir.
This distribution system is the first step in a multi-phase project to
bring water to all of Ubujan, approximately 1200 people. The
community continues to work with the UD team as we strive to
move forward with the project. We are incredibly excited for the
opportunity to return and work with such dedicated partners.

IMPLEMENTATION CROWDFUNDING
In Ubujan, Philippines, the lack of access to a safe and reliable
source of water is a daily reality. Help EWB-UD raise funds to
implement a water chlorination and distribution system that will
ensure access to clean water in Ubujan. Please consider
donating online at:

https://udel.givecorps.com/projects/17933-engineerswithout-borders-philippines-project

REACH OUT
Fall 2016

Cementing a growing tradition
of EWB-UD members preforming
service locally, the Reach Out
program expanded its scope this
semester from one-off volunteering to
ongoing partnerships. Back in
September,
EWB-UD
members
helped prune overgrown trails,
building on our working relationship
with White Clay Creek State Park.
Volunteers also helped at Newark’s
Fall Community Cleanup. In addition,
we have begun a partnership with
Downes Elementary School to
encourage local students to bike to
school. By identifying low stress
roadways with GIS mapping software,
we are suggesting the safest routes
students can ride their bikes to school
each day.

ON THE HOME FRONT…
GENERAL MEETINGS
As we celebrate EWB-UD’s 10th Year
Anniversary, we are excited about the
consistent and diverse membership we have
maintained throughout the years. With roughly
40 members on project teams and
developmental teams, we are grateful to have
so many hands to offer different perspectives.
For every student in our organization, we are
able to help 13 community members in Malawi
and 29 community members in the Philippines
as demonstrated by the visual to the right.
Our dedicated student body has elevated our
capabilities as an organization and created a
community of peers who value the same
principles and hold the same passion for
service.

UPCOMING EVENTS
2017 ART GALA
As a celebration of 10 years of EWB-UD
projects, we are hosting an art show and silent
auction on during Engineers Week in Taylor
Hall. Through photographs, paintings, and
more, we share with you the stories of our
partnering communities. The event is supported
by the EWB-UD Student Chapter, the newly
formed EWB Delaware Professional Chapter,
and art students at the University of Delaware.
More details on the Art Gala will be updated
online at ewb-ud.org. Everyone is welcome and
admission is free. We hope to see you there!

BENEFIT DINNER
We invite you to join us in celebrating our 10 year
anniversary at this year’s annual benefit dinner.
Student alumni and long-term supporters of our
organization help make our projects a reality.
EWB-UD is proud to have been able to work with
numerous communities around the world over
the past decade to alleviate issues such as water
quality and infrastructure. Support from donors
is essential to keep this progress moving
forward. For that, we would love if you could join
us on April 20th for our annual benefit dinner.

THANK YOU TO OUR SUPPORTERS
We are ever thankful for the supporters of Engineers Without Borders at the University
of Delaware. Every dollar raised goes towards helping communities in need and growing
globally-minded student leaders at UD. We relish the opportunity to work with
communities around the world and, equally as important, the community we live in.
Recent fundraising efforts for Malawi and current fundraising events for the Philippines
have been extremely successful, and we thank you for your role in that. It is with the
support of our EWB community that we are able to make such a large impact in the lives
of others across the world. With your continued support, we look forward to broadening
this impact in years to come.

