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Traveling members of UD-EWB’s Cameroon project team are pictured above
in a commemorating ceremony with the Bamendjou village natives.

Cameroon and Guatemala Projects
The University of Delaware chapter of Engineers Without Borders completed the
final stages of the Cameroon and Guatemala Projects this past January. The
selection of the new project will be revealed at the Benefit Dinner on April 18. More
information on the Benefit Dinner can be found on page 3.

Cameroon
In 2006, Olivia Mukam, a student at
Johns Hopkins University, approached
EWB-UD with a desire for a water
project in her home village of
Bamendjou, Cameroon. Through the
past six and a half years, EWB-UD has
worked alongside the villagers to
design and implement a potable
water distribution system. In January
2012, the final implementation of a lift
station took place, and in January

Guatemala
The Guatemala Project Team
implemented a bridge for the San Jose
community in 2012. The bridge spans a
river that floods during the rainy season
and gives the community access to
their agriculture during these times.
Members of the team returned in
January 2013 for a monitoring trip
where the bridge was analyzed. The
team then improved its durability and
finalized the implementation.

2013 the team took care of minor
fixes to the overall system. With these
final repairs, the entire water
distribution system is up and running.
The system was then officially signed
over to the community during a
ceremony, where the United States
Ambassador made an appearance.
Now more than 1,700 people have
access to clean, potable water in
Bamendjou, Cameroon.

During a momentous ceremony, the
bridge was officially signed over to the
community.

Members of the Guatemala
community with their bridge.

A non-profit, humanitarian
organization of dedicated and
enthusiastic students and
professionals who share a vision
of a world where everyone has
access to adequate sanitation,
safe drinking water, and
resources to meet their basic
needs

“The work you have
completed is
invaluable and speaks
to the desire we have
in the United States to
see Cameroon and
Africa develop,
prosper, and
succeed.”- Robert P.
Jackson, U.S.

Ambassador to
Cameroon

Ambassador Jackson at
the project site.
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Q& A with Cameroon Travelers
Describe your favorite
moment on the trip.
Mike Orella:

Members of the team with the finalized
water distribution system.

Dr. Steve delivers a speech in Bamendjou.

My favorite moment of the trip
had to be on the eighth day of
the trip, when we were working
on the wet well at the Bakang II
site. As we were unpacking the
tools from the truck, a Bob
Marley song came on, and our
driver, Felix, and one of the
travel team members, Ramsey,
started dancing to the song in
the middle of the road. It was
one of those surreal moments
where you realize how universal
some things are, and how
much these people appreciate
what we do for them.

Erica Addonizio:
The first of my favorite moments
was when we were with Felix,
the plumber, installing the new
taps. When we were at Bakang
I, four little kids (young enough
to not be in school yet) came up
to the tap stand to get some
water. They were confused at
first on how to use the new taps,
so we had to show them that
you pushed the button to get
the water. The little girl, who
looked to be the oldest, then
filled all of their small jugs by
pushing on the tap with both
hands. It was really cute to
watch these children get clean
water from our system.

What were some challenges that you had to overcome?
Dr. Steve:

EWB-UD interacting with the community.

I had a personal challenge of saying goodbye to so many people in
Bamendjou that I have worked with for many years. Cameroon is a
beautiful country, and there are many places, experiences, and
friendships that I will always remember. So, even while we had a
tremendous celebration of completing our water system, I was dealing
with remorse at the same time.

Q&A with a Guatemala Traveler: Chelsea Trottier
Describe your favorite moment on the trip
My favorite part about this past trip was kind of a combination of moments.
It was so nice to come back to see the bridge still standing after we had put
so much work into it last winter. And on top of that, all of the formwork had
been stripped and the railings had been painted. They were taking care of
the bridge and really used it. In addition to that, it was so endearing to come
back to the community and have automatic connections with people that
you haven't seen in a year and people you don't even speak the same
language as. We had really learned a lot from them and made a strong
connection with this community and fostered a real friendship.

What were some challenges that you had to overcome?
Because this trip was basically a monitoring trip, we didn't have a whole lot
of challenges. The biggest one that I can think of was making sure that we
were able to recognize the community as a whole instead of just
recognizing the comites in charge. This is not something that is typically done
in their culture, but we had to discuss with them how important every single
person was on this project and without their manual labor and
troubleshooting ideas, this bridge would not have been built. So instead of
writing individual names, we were able to put a plaque up that just
recognized our partnership to attempt to give everyone that helped with
the construction process credit for the group effort.
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A member of the team assessing
the bridge.

Members of the community
crossing the “Delaware” River.

The project team!
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Past Events
Mr. Engineering

Members of the Cameroon project
team with members of the
community.

Mr. Engineering is our annual pageantstyle competition where talented men
from all corners of engineering come to
compete in a satirical critique of beauty
contests. Complete with a swimwear,
formalwear, and talent portion of the
competition, participants strut their wit,
skills, and fashion (or lack thereof!) in
front of fellow students and professors. A
diverse group of eight competitors
helped EWB raise close to $1000 dollars
on this one-night fundraiser, almost
double last year’s benefits. Memorable
talents include Evan Sohodoski, who
performed stand-up comedy, and Mark
Wisniewski, who sang and played guitar.

The Guatemala project team on the
completed bridge.

Clean water being dispensed from
the Cameroon water system.

Runners at the starting line getting
ready for the 5K.

Mark Wisniewski performing at this year’s Mr.
Engineering competition.

Mark was this year’s coveted winner and
will MC for next year’s competition, in
which we look forward to showcasing
many more talents and indulging in many
more laughs!

5K Race
On November 13, 2012, UD EWB held its
second annual 5K race. The event
hosted a hundred runners of all ages, 57
of whom were UD students!
Congratulations to Joe Greico and
Nancy Harrington who had the fastest
male and female race times. In the end,
the event helped raise over a hundred
dollars. UD EWB is looking forward to
seeing everyone out on the course next
year!

Upcoming Events
Engineers Without Borders Invites You To
Our Annual Benefit Dinner and Silent Auction
On Thursday April 18 at 6:30 P.M.
Newark Country Club
To properly close out our projects in both Cameroon and Guatemala, there will be a video presentation
comprised of pictures and footage from the final trips to each of these countries. Along with this, the
project leaders, and other key team members will speak about their experiences with the projects from
start to finish.
Tickets can be purchased online until Thursday, April 11th at http://www.udconnection.com/engineering
and are reasonably priced at fifty dollars (twenty dollars of this is tax-deductible.) Remember, a ticket gets
you dinner, a chance to hear all about the completed projects, and the opportunity to get some
authentic hand-made items from abroad! Bring your family and friends; it will truly be a special night!
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