Taxes for Citizen and Foreign Permanent Resident Students
We are not tax experts and cannot be found liable for taxes filed incorrectly. This is solely to
be used as a helpful guide for understanding and filing taxes for Citizen and Foreign
Permanent Resident Students [IRS defined: US Citizens, US persons, and US Resident Aliens].
Federal and MO state tax filing due dates have been extended to July 15th, 2020. If you have
income from any other state, please check their due dates.
Forms to calculate federal estimated taxes
Let’s take a single, dependent-free graduate student who earns $30,500 a year in income (as stipend,
fellowship, W2, etc) and is taking the standard deduction.

Adjusted Gross
income: Gross
income minus
applicable
deductions.
Deduction: The
portion of income
not subject to tax.
Most graduate
students take the
standard deduction
which are different
for single, married,
married filing
separately, and
head of household.
Check 1040
instructions to
figure out which
one you are.
The amount of income
tax you owe for the year.

The minimum amount of estimated
taxes you must pay per year to
avoid penalty.

The amount of estimated
taxes you should pay
each quarter.

This form and instructions can be found here: https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/f1040es.pdf
To pay estimated taxes you can:
1) Pay online at https://www.irs.gov/payments/direct-pay, or
2) Mail a check to the correct address

Forms to calculate Missouri estimated taxes
The worksheet for calculating estimated taxes (1040ES) can be found here:
https://dor.mo.gov/forms/index.php?formName=1040es&category=&year=99
Or you can use their online calculator here: https://dor.mo.gov/calculators/incometax/
On page 3 of the MO-1040ES you can see the worksheet. Let’s take that same single, dependent-free graduate student.
Adjusted Gross
income: Gross
income minus
applicable
deductions.
Most students take
the standard
deduction.

Your annual
estimated tax for
MO.
Using the tax chart, we see our graduate student
makes over $8,584 in taxable income, so they
fall in the last tax bracket. Let’s calculate their
tax:
Tax = $279 + 0.054*($18300-$8584)
Tax = $279 + 0.054*($9716)
Tax = $279 + $524.66
Tax = $803.66 (which is rounded to $804)

To pay estimated taxes you can:
3) Pay online at https://dor.mo.gov/personal/payonline.php, or
4) Mail a check with a MO-1040ES declaration to: Missouri Department of Revenue P.O. Box 555, Jefferson City,
MO 65105‑0555

Estimated taxes are due for the tax year on April 15th, June 15th, September 15th, and January 15th (the following year).

How to calculate tax when you have income from more than one state
Use this form: https://dor.mo.gov/forms/index.php?formName=mo-nri&category=&year=
Let’s take that grad student again and say they made $10,500 from New Hampshire and then $20,000
from Missouri.
Fill in the MO-NRI form (see below)

Income from
Missouri sources
(aka WashU)

Take the percentage output back to the MO-1040 and enter in Line 28Y (and S if applicable) and attach MO-NRI when
submitting taxes.

Pay St. Louis City taxes
This is done annually and anyone who earns money in and/or lives in St Louis. For example:
•
•
•

Work on Medical School Campus and live outside of the St. Louis City limits – you must pay St.
Louis city taxes
Work outside of St. Louis City but live inside St. Louis City limits – you must pay St. Louis city taxes
Work and live outside of St. Louis city – you do not pay St. Louis city taxes

If you are unsure if you work inside the city limits, please reach out to your mentor’s department for clarification
Taking that single, standard deduction grad student again:
If you only have a stipend
letter, attach that.
Adjusted Gross income:
Gross income minus
applicable deductions.

This is you annual St.
Louis City tax amount.

Form can be found here: https://www.stlouis-mo.gov/collector/earnings-tax-home.cfm
Payment and forms should be sent to:
Gregory F.X. Daly
Collector of Revenue
1200 Market Street, Room 410
St. Louis, MO 63103-2841
Checks can be made out to either “Gregory F.X. Daly” or “Collector of Revenue”.

Forms can be found in HRMS
Depending on your funding source, you may get:
1) a W2
2) a stipend tax letter
3) or both
The income from all of these combined is your gross income. If you have no adjustments (most graduate students don’t),
this is also your adjusted gross income.

FAQs about stipends
•
•

•

Students are exempt from Social security and Medicare tax (aka FICA)
If you have income from multiple places (eg. grant and W2) you sum the total income (pre-tax) and that is your
income. Your estimated taxes will only be based on your stipend portion (because taxes are not automatically
withdrawn).
Stipend letter can be submitted as your proof of income.

