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COP24 in Katowice concluded in Poland with the President, Michal Kurtya, jumping over the desk in joy 

(and straight onto the front page of international media outlets) after 196 countries reached consensus 

on a set of implementing guidelines, or “rulebook”, for the Paris Agreement. The rulebook was a fairly 

but not entirely rigorous result of three years of technical negotiations: you can read more detailed 

analysis of the whole package from Carbon Brief here.  

For Washington University’s areas of focus (mitigation, gender and indigenous peoples issues and the 

global stocktake and Talanoa Dialogue), many debates will continue even through agreement was 

reached on the rulebook in Katowice. Under mitigation, countries postponed negotiating the features of 

nationally determined contributions as well as whether country goals should have common timeframes 

in 2019. Guidelines for carbon markets were also tabled until next year. For the Gender Action Plan and 

Local Communities and Indigenous Peoples Platform, the proof is in the implementation, which future 

Washington University delegations will continue to track alongside equity issues more broadly in the 

climate regime. Future delegations will follow whether the political statement of the Talanoa Dialogue 

creates broader impact as governments prepare their second round of NDCs in 2019 and 2020 leading 

towards the global stocktake in 2023.  

Yet the idea that COP24 was solely a technical COP is partly a myth. For all the hubbub, the rulebook 

remains a framework that only ambitious national and subnational climate action can fill. The question 

now, instead of “can we build a working car?”, moves to “can we put enough gas in it?”. The Polish 

Presidency did not deliver on an decision calling on countries to take more ambitious climate action, a 

key plank for Climate Action Network (CAN) and other civil society members.  

In short, creating a robust framework for countries to report their actions doesn’t matter if they’re not 

taking concrete actions. Now and always, what people, cities, companies, states, and countries do 

before and after the negotiations matters much more than what they say inside the negotiating room. A 

key point for every university or organization that sends delegates to future COPs will be: what are those 

delegates doing to drive action on climate change at home? Washington University’s delegation 

continues to strengthen its outreach program to local schools and other elements of the St. Louis 

community and showcase the work that the University does on climate change, through the Climate 

Change Program and across campus. 

I attended COP both as a student in an educational capacity and as a member of the delegation of 

Seychelles. As a student, I closely tracked issues of adaptation and finance. In addition, through my role 

as International Programs Lead for Youth Climate Lab, I provided support to the Seychelles country 

delegation and AOSIS. YCL is an NGO that strives to create intergenerational and other radical 

collaboration that can advance climate action. Along with the AOSIS Fellow from Seychelles, for YCL I 

coordinate a team of twelve young people from Seychelles and every continent on Earth to provide 

note-taking, research, and capacity support needed in the exhausting environment of the COP. You can 

find more about Seychelles Support Team and Youth Climate Lab’s work here.  

The common question at the UN is—when will we move from what is politically possible to what is truly 

needed to address the scale and magnitude of the climate crisis? COP in Katowice provided the 

framework to answer this question, but the political will needs to come in the upcoming year, at the UN 

Secretary General’s summit in September and at COP25 next November in Chile. 

https://www.carbonbrief.org/cop24-key-outcomes-agreed-at-the-un-climate-talks-in-katowice
https://unfccc.int/topics/mitigation/the-big-picture/introduction-to-mitigation
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/cp23_auv_gender.pdf
https://unfccc.int/10475
https://talanoadialogue.com/
https://www.carbonbrief.org/cop24-key-outcomes-agreed-at-the-un-climate-talks-in-katowice%3e
http://www.youthclimatelab.org/

