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“Chinese Philosophy and Religion Fair”
Purpose:
So students will gain an understanding of the major philosophies and religions of China. Students will be able to discuss the effects these beliefs had on China’s
past and how they still impact China in the present.

Learning Objectives:
Students will investigate the following belief systems: Confucianism, Buddhism, Daoism, and Legalism.
Students will learn and utilize note-taking skills by conducting book research in the school library.
Students will prepare colorful posters illustrating and highlighting the major points of these beliefs. These posters will be displayed prominently in the hallways.
Students will create a power point presentation for each of these beliefs for the class.
Students will present an oral presentation to coordinate with the posters and the power point presentation. A typed copy will be submitted to the teacher.
Students will be functioning in cooperative groups to successfully complete a presentation.
Students will use this information to help them understand the historical and cultural perspectives of the Chinese people.

Rationale:
When studying China, the vast majority of students have very little actual prior knowledge. They do, however, have many cultural misconceptions and a firm
grip on stereotypes. To really understand the Chinese, past and present, one needs to understand their core beliefs. The students need to know how they think;
what their motivations are; what they hold important. Otherwise the students just don’t get it. The Chinese culture is so foreign to my students, and many
Americans, that we need to start here to have any hope of truly reaching an understanding.
All of these beliefs/philosophies are required benchmarks in the Ohio state curriculum. The understanding and connection of cultures is an additional point of
emphasis within the Ohio state curriculum. Furthermore, these topics are addressed on the eighth grade Ohio Achievement Test for social studies and the Ohio
Graduation Test.

Lesson Summary:
For this activity the students will be divided into four groups. Each group will be assigned one of the following beliefs/philosophies: Legalism, Daoism,
Buddhism, or Confucianism. I would pick the groups myself for this assignment so as to have more heterogeneous groups. Each group is to prepare a power
point presentation, two posters, and an oral presentation.
Grade level: 7th grade – four groups of roughly 5- 8 students per group
Time: 4 forty minute class periods spanning two weeks to allow for out of class time if necessary.
Materials: copies of project sheet, copies of grading rubrics, access to the library, access to computers, poster board, art supplies

Day 1 – Set up
Note: The groups and the topics will have already been prepared before this first class meeting. The laptops and or the computer lab have been reserved in
advance. Also, it is necessary to meet with the school librarian before this class period so appropriate materials can be pulled and prepared.
Before class starts prepare several posters or signs which convey blatant stereotypes of members of the class. Hang these in the library before the classes enter.
These signs are designed to spark conversation, and yes, even a little animosity. Discuss how the students feel about the statements. Have they heard statements
like these before? When Where? By whom? Do the statements represent them? Their families? Friends? How did these types of statements come to be and why
are they perpetuated? Use this discussion to lead into conversation about Asian stereotypes and misconceptions and introduce the lesson.
NOTE: You know your students best. Be sure that you are careful not to offend any particularly sensitive students.
After dividing up into groups, the students will assign tasks and begin research using print materials only. Facilitate with students’ note taking and research
techniques.

Day 2 and 3 – Laptops/Computer lab
Students will continue doing research using web searches. Facilitate the searches so only sites with appropriate and accurate content are being accessed. Students
at this point may also begin working on the power point presentations. Students not creating the power point should be given access to the poster board and art
supplies to begin work on the posters. The others should begin work on the oral presentation. During the creation of the posters and oral presentations, be
available to help in any way.

Day 4 – Presentations
Today the groups will give their presentations. Allow time for the class to ask the presenters any questions they may have about their research.

Grading:
The project guidelines sheet and the included rubrics below will be used for grading purposes. Additionally as an exit pass, the students in each class will have to
choose which system they think is best and provide a brief explanation of why they think so.

Chinese Religion and Philosophy Fair
Task: You and your group have been chosen to prepare a presentation highlighting one of the major religions or philosophies of China.
You and your group mates must work together to prepare and present the following items:
1. One power point presentation covering the following topics (15 slide minimum):
-

History: foundations/founders, past conflicts, etc.

-

Teachings/philosophies

-

Beliefs/tenets

-

Famous or influential leaders or supporters

-

Famous temples or shrines in China

-

Place in modern China today

2. Two colorful and accurate posters depicting some main points of your assigned religion or philosophy from the above list.
These posters will be put on display in the hallway to educate others outside our class.
3. An oral presentation which ties together the posters and the power point presentation. A typed copy of the presentation
must be submitted to me at the time of the presentation.
4. There will be a short question and answer period upon the completion of your presentation. Be prepared to field questions
from the class regarding your topic.

Procedures: You will be given one class period in the library to begin your research using print materials only. Be prepared to take accurate
and complete notes. You will also have access to the laptops for two more class periods to conduct research, type your oral presentations,
and create your power point. Poster makers will be provided with poster board and art supplies to make your posters at this time. How your
group decides to divide up the workload is up to you. I strongly recommend that you all do research on the first day and divide tasks later
based on each others’ strengths and skills. I will be using the attached rubrics to assess the success of your group. Use them to guide you in
the planning , research and completion of your project.

Remember: You are on a time schedule.
schedule. Work diligently. Work together. And ask for help if you need it.
Complete the following information as it is given to you:
Group Mates:

Topic:

_________________________

________________________

__________________________

________________________

__________________________

________________________

_______________________________________________

Important Dates:

Library Day: ____________________
Laptop Days: _________________ and _____________________
Presentation Due Date: __________________________________

Poster Rubric

