Laurel Fitch #Korea

Confucianism Vs. Love
Lesson Plan for Grade 6, Social Studies
Prepared by Mrs. Fitch

OVERVIEW & PURPOSE
Students will watch scenes from the Korean Pansori version of “Romeo
and Juliet.” They will discuss the elements of Confucianism in the film and
compare it to what they have learned about the philosophies of thought,
while learning about Korean history.
EDUCATION STANDARDS

OBJECTIVES
1. Students identify the characteristics of Confucianism.
2. Students explain the role of Confucianism in government.
3. Students note positives and negatives of a Confucianist style
government.

MATERIALS NEEDED

Computer or large screen for viewing the movie.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PvG8y3bNmgg

Movie  Plotline Worksheet PAGE 1
China/Japan/Korean Timeline PAGE 2
“Philosophies of Thought” on board or Smart Board PAGE 3
VERIFICATION
Upon completion, students will be responsible for describing three scenes
from the movie that demonstrate Confucianism.
ACTIVITY

1. Create a plot line on the board showing the story’s exposition,
problem, rising events, climax, falling events, and denouement. Ask
students to retell the story of Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet as you
fill in the blanks.
2. Discuss the role of social structure from what they have learned
pertaining to the characteristics of a civilization. Ask them to then
THINKPAIRSHARE what they think Confucianism would look like in a
society. What kind of relationships would be present daily? Would
you see civil servants? What would happen if you chose to break the
rules? How would you be punished? How is one rewarded in a
Confucius society?
3. Describe briefly what Pansori is and how the story is sung by a
storyteller with drums. Tell them that the movie they are going to see
is a visualization of a story that when sung took 5 hours or more. The
movie is 2:16, so plan for two days. If you don’t have time, you can
skip ahead to fit your time.

4. Distribute the worksheet. Point out the historical time line and the
period the movie is depicting. You can even compare to China and
Japan’s timelines to get a more comparative view of the times. (PAGE
1)
5. On the other side of the worksheet (PAGE 2), fill in the exposition with
them as the Pansori begins (not the movie.) Next, as the problem
arises, fill that point in. Stop to compare momentarily to Romeo and
Juliet story. (I have not filled it out.)
6. As the movie progresses, pause as the story unfolds and guide
students in the filling in process of the plotline.
7. As they are filling in their charts, have them place stars on the events
that show characteristics of Confucianism. Remind them that they
will need to describe 3 scenes with examples.
8. Upon completion, have students look at their worksheets and on a
separate sheet, instruct them to describe the three Confucius scenes.
They must be able to explain why they chose them and to what
relationship were they seeing played out in the story. This might be
done in class or for homework.
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