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It is my pleasure to introduce our August 2019 Newsletter, my 
last as President. The countdown is almost complete for our 
upcoming biennial meeting to be held on August 28th to 31st in 
the Melia Hotel, Braga, Portugal. Our 2019 meeting is poised 
to be another fantastic showcase of cutting edge behavioural 
pharmacology research along with plenty of opportunities for 
meeting friends old and new. Along with our four Plenary Lec-
tures and two Award Lectures we will have 21 symposia pro-
grammed in parallel. In addition, there will be dedicated oral 
sessions for young investigators and evening poster sessions 
spread across two days. I’m particularly happy to say that we 
have more female than male speakers across the symposia 
and that we have speakers working in > 20 different countries 
which bodes well for the diversity of the Society moving forward. 

I would like to extend my gratitude to the Local Organising 
Committee (LOC) led by Nuno Souso and ably assisted by 
Luisa Pinto, Ioannis (John) Sotiropoulus, Patrícia Patrício, 
Joana Silva and others for all their hard work over the past 
months.. I would particularly like to thank the LOC for jump-
ing on the idea (and funding) a hands-on workshop dedicated 
for Yong Scientists. “From Networks to Behaviour and Back”.  
I’m sure the 24 researchers lucky enough to earn a place on 
this course will find it invaluable and I also hope it will continue 
at future EPS meetings. Once again, we had a large number 
of applicants for Travel Awards and I would also like to con-
gratulate the ten winners. Thanks also to Louk Vanderschuran 
and Full Committee members Daniele Caprioli and Véronique 
Deroche-Gamonet  for their unenviable task of selecting the 
Awardees. Moving forward I would especially encourage young 
investigators to check out our vibrant society, become mem-
bers and get involved in all things behavioural pharmacology.

This newsletter is one of farewells – Terry Robinson leaves the 
Executive Committee where he has been a wonderful colleague, 
Past-President & Distinguished Scientist Awardee. Daniela 

Binder who has been helping the society’s administration since 
the time the late Werner Schmidt was President is retiring and 
we wish her well and extend our thanks to her for many years’ 
service. We have held advisory elections for President for the 
first time and the name of the proposed new President will be 
presented to the general membership in Braga for ratification.

It is an exciting yet challenging time for Behavioural Phar-
macology and thus I’m happy to announce that togeth-
er with EBBS, IBANGS & the Molecular and Cellular Cog-
nition Society (MCCS) we will be having a joint Satellite 
symposium to the FENS meeting in Glasgow next July to 
tackle the big questions about the future of Behavioural Neu-
roscience. Stay tuned in coming newsletters for more details. 

It has been an enormous pleasure and privilege to serve as 
President for EBPS. The highlight of which has been working 
with a wonderful team of Officers on the Executive Commit-
tee (Past & Present). In particular, I want to thank our former 
executive members Christian Chiamulera and Anne Jackson 
who worked tirelessly for the benefit of the Society and made 
my transition so easy. I also owe enormous gratitude to Shelly 
Flagel (our General Secretary) without whom I don’t believe 
this role would be feasible. I will pass on the post of Pres-
ident to the very capable hands of Louk Vanderschuren and 
know you will give him the full support that I have received.

With that, I must applaud Anand Gururajan once again for his 
fantastic efforts putting together this newsletter. Enjoy...and I look 
forward to seeing many of you in Braga. I hope those of you com-
ing #EPBS2019 will enjoy the wonderful Portuguese hospitality.

EBPS Biennial Meeting
28/8-31/8 2019, Braga, Portugal
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EBPS 2019 Symposium Speakers Wall

European Behavioural Pharmacology Society
Biennial Meeting
28-31 August 2019

Braga, Portugal

Marcelo Febo (USA)

Rita Goldstein (USA) Hugh Garavan (USA) Charles Bradberry(USA) Dayu Lin (USA) Jozef Haller (HUN) Sam Golden (USA) Herbert Covington III (USA) Paolo Campus (USA) Ben Boutrel (CHE) Alessandra Matzeru (USA)) Morgan James (USA) Hugo Almeida (PRT) David Finn (IRL)

Esther Berrocoso (ESP)

Catherine Winstanely (USA)

Alexa Veenema (USA)

Marcelo Febo (USA)

Ipek Yalcin (FRA) Shona Chatterji (IND) Gisella Vitere (FRA) Andrew Holmes (USA) Meltem Weger (CHE) Mihaela Iordanova (CAN) Jamie McCutcheon (GBR) Kate Wassum (USA) Leslie Whitaker (USA) Denise Cai (USA) Michael vanden Oever (NLD) Karine Guillem (FRA) Rajtarun Madangopal (USA)

Herbert Meltzer (USA) Emma Robinson (GBR) Merce Correa Sanz (ESP) Harriet Schellekens (IRL) Fiona Peris-Sampedro (SWE) Laura Lopez-Crus (GBR) Jared Young (USA) Renee Rotolo (USA) Roshan Cools (NLD) Aldo Badiani (GBR) Siri Leknes (NOR) Primavera Spagnolo (USA) Olivia O’Leary (IRL)

Irwin Lucki (USA) Samia Joca (DNK) Sayamwong Hammack (USA) Yavin Shaham (USA) Dora Duka (GBR) Petri Hyytia (FIN) Angelo Bifone (ITA) Rutsuko Ito (CAN) Nathan Marchant (NLD) Chiara Giuliano (GBR) Philip JRD Bressel (AUS) Richard O’Connor (USA) Dana Small (USA) Suzanne Dickson (SWE)

Ivan De Araujo (USA) Nicolas Singewald (AUT) Raffaella Molteni (ITA) Ana Joao Rodrigues (PRT) Luisa Pinto (PRT) Steven Mahler (USA) Daniele Piomelli (USA) Rita Fuchs (USA) Donna Calu (USA) Sade Spencer (USA) Louk Vanderschurehn (NLD) Siri Leknes (NOR) Christiran Keysers (NLD) Marijn v. Wingerden (DEU)

Drew Townsend (USA) Nurulain Zaveri (USA) Jennifer Bossert (USA) Giovanna Paolone (ITA) Ioannis Sotiropoulos (PRT) Marianne Almaric (FRA) Anand Gururajan (AUS) Dan Ohtan-Wang (JPN) David Slattery (DEU) Iiris Hovatta (FIN)Stephen Husbands (GBR) Tommy Pattij  (NLD) Fernando B Escolan (NOR)

http://www.ebps.org
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Congratulations to our 2019 EBPS Travel Awardees!

Dr Youna Vandaele
Johns Hopkins University

E: youna.vandaele@jhu.edu
@VandaeleYouna

Ms Ludovica Maddalena Rossi
Sapienza University of Rome

E:ludovicamaddalena.rossi@uniroma1.it

Dr Sarah Swinford-Jackson
University of Pennsylvania

E: esar@pennmedicine.upenn.edu
@SwinfordJackson

Dr Leah Mayo
Linkoping University
E:leah.mayo@liu.se
T: @MayOnTheBrain

Dr Peter Vento
Medical University of South Carolina

E: vento@musc.edu

Ms Lauren Seabrook
University of Calgary

E: lauren.seabrook@ucalgary.ca
@lauren_seabrook

Ms Catherine Thomas
University of Calgary

E:catherine.thomas@ucalgary.ca
@dopa_cat

Ms Marie Le May
University of Gothenburg

E: Marie.LeMay@neuro.gu.se

Ms Amanda Iglesias
University of Michigan
E:agiglesi@umich.edu

Ms Allyson Andrade
University of Guelph

E:aandra02@uoguelph.ca
@AllysonKAndrade
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EBPS Braga: Our Plenary Speakers EBPS Braga: Special Workshop
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Prior to the start of the conference, on the 28th of 
August, there will be a special, free EBPS workshop 
at ICVS for early career researchers on techniques 
to analyze rodent behaviour as well as to record and/
or manipulate the activity of relevant brain networks. 
Organised by Professor Nuno Sousa, the program 
will consist of a range of hands-on sessions for par-
ticipants to train in the use of various behavioural 
paradigms, ex-vivo and in-vivo circuit manipulation 
techniques as well as instruments to record local 
field potentials in freely moving rodents.  The follow-
ing ECRs have been selected to attend.

1. Charalampos Brakatselos
2. Maria Coccia
3. Niclas Konig
4. Marie Le May
5. Soflia A. Lopez
6. Ludovica Maddalena Rossi
7. Ana Rita Salgueiro Pereira
8. Lauren Seabrook
9. Catherine Thomas
10. Crystal Carr
11. Evelyn Guilherme
12. Chao Guo
13. Allyson Andrade
14. Karolina Nowortya-Sokolowska
15. Aimilia Lydia Kalafateli
16. Carmen Ferrer Perez
17. Christine Fulling
18. Paola Palombo
19. Joana Pereira
20. Miguel Ferreira
21. Ana Paula Ventura-Silva
22. Loreto Olavarria
23. Miguel Lujan
24. Lee Nara

ICVS, University of Minho

Prof. Alcino J. Silva
Genetic Manipulations of CCR5 
and the Multifaceted Molecular, 
Cellular and Circuit Mechanisms 

of Cognitive Enhancement: 
A Cautionary Tale

28th Aug, 4:30-5:30pm

Prof. Harriet de Wit
Promises and Pitfalls of 
Translational Research 

in Addiction
28th Aug, 6:00-7:00pm

Prof. Paul Kenny
Habenular Regulation of Obesity 

Related Abnormalities in Food 
Preference and Motivation
29th Aug, 3:30-4:30pm

A/Prof. Asya Rolls
How Neuronal Circuits Can 
Shape “Immune Behaviour”

30th Aug, 2:00-3:00pm

Prof. Markus Heilig
How We Got Alcohol Addiction 
Wrong: One Lever at a Time

31st Aug, 8:30-9:30am

http://www.ebps.org
http://www.ebps.org
mailto:youna.vandaele%40jhu.edu?subject=
https://twitter.com/vandaeleyouna
mailto:ludovicamaddalena.rossi%40uniroma1.it?subject=
mailto:esar%40pennmedicine.upenn.edu?subject=
mailto:esar%40pennmedicine.upenn.edu?subject=
https://twitter.com/SwinfordJackson
mailto:leah.mayo%40liu.se?subject=
mailto:youna.vandaele%40jhu.edu?subject=
https://twitter.com/mayoonthebrain
mailto:vento%40musc.edu?subject=
https://twitter.com/lauren_seabrook
mailto:catherine.thomas%40ucalgary.ca?subject=
https://twitter.com/dopa_cat
mailto:Marie.LeMay%40neuro.gu.se?subject=
mailto:agiglesi%40umich.edu?subject=
mailto:aandra02%40uoguelph.ca?subject=
https://twitter.com/allysonkandrade
https://ebpsmeeting2019.org/about-the-workshop/
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Meet our new EBPS President!

Just a reminder to check that your membership is 
current and if not, please renew here. Full member-
ship remains at €70 and the student fee at only €15. 
The benefits are numerous and include discounted 
registration at this year’s Braga conference!

Is your membership current?

Prof. Louk Vanderschuren
Faculty of Veterinary Medicine, Utrect University
I am Professor of Behavioural Neuroscience at the 
Faculty of Veterinary Medicine of Utrecht University, 
the Netherlands. Throughout my research career, I 
have been fascinated by the brain mechanisms un-
derlying emotions and cognition. In particular, our re-
search team investigates the neural underpinnings 
of social play behaviour, addictive behaviour, and im-
pulsivity. During my undergraduate training in med-
ical biology at Utrecht University, I first became in-
trigued in behavioural pharmacology after attending 
lectures about how drugs can change mood states 
and behaviour by influencing signal transduction 
mechanisms in the brain. Subsequently, I was fortu-
nate to be able to follow my interest in psychophar-
macology during my PhD project, studying the role 
of opioid neurotransmission in social play behaviour 
in rats, under supervision of Jan van Ree at Utrecht 
University. 

It was during my time as a PhD student, when Jan 
van Ree’s work on drug addiction caught my inter-
est. Clearly then, I did not have to think twice when I 
got the opportunity to work as a post-doc at the VU 
University Amsterdam to study the neural underpin-
nings of addiction, together with Taco de Vries, in the 
team of Ton Schoffelmeer. This was a very exciting 
and productive time, in which we investigated the 
relationship between behavioural sensitization and 
persistent aspects of addiction- most prominently, 
relapse to drug seeking after detoxification. With a 
Wellcome Trust Travelling Research Fellowship, I 
could continue to investigate drug addiction at the 
University of Cambridge, with Barry Everitt -a for-
mer President of EBPS, and recipient of the EBPS 
Lifetime Achievement Award- to study compulsive 
aspects of drug use and the role of the dorsal stria-

tum therein. In 2004, I moved to the University Med-
ical Center Utrecht, to start my own research team. I 
decided to focus on the topics that I had thoroughly 
enjoyed investigating until then, i.e. the neurobiology 
of social play behaviour and substance addiction. 
This became extended with research on executive 
functions, with a particular interest in impulse control 
and decision making- and the relationship that these 
have with social behaviour and addiction. In 2010, I 
was appointed Professor at the Faculty of Veterinary 
Medicine of Utrecht University, where I have contin-
ued my research.

Throughout my career, I have been privileged to 
work with inspiring colleagues and mentors who 
have helped me develop as a scientist, including Jan 
van Ree, Ton Schoffelmeer, Taco de Vries and Barry 
Everitt – as well as many students, post-docs and 
assistant professors in my own team, of whom Vivi-
ana Trezza, Heidi Lesscher and Marijke Achterberg 
deserve a particular mention.

My association with EBPS dates back to attending 
the biennial EBPS meeting in Berlin, in 1994. Since 
that time, I have enjoyed participating in many more 
EBPS meetings and workshops, serving on the 
Executive Committee as General Secretary from 
2005-2009, and organizing the 2011 EBPS biennial 
meeting in Amsterdam together with Taco de Vries. 
Since 2009, I am Editor of Behavioural Pharmacolo-
gy, which was the official journal of EBPS until 2015. 
In view of my long-standing involvement in EBPS, I 
consider it an honour to be appointed President, and 
I look forward to helping the society prosper in the 
upcoming years.

I like to spend my spare time with my family -my wife, 
two sons, and dog -, on music -listening, writing short 
reviews for a local magazine and playing my guitar-, 
and on sports -running and coaching my sons’ foot-
ball teams.

E: L.J.M.J.Vanderschuren@uu.nl
T: @lvanderschuren

Professor Harriet de Wit

Harriet is the winner of the 2019 EBPS Distinguished 
Investigator Award. She is the current  Professor 
and Director of Psychiatry of the Human Behavioural 
Pharmacology Laboratory at the University of Chica-
go. With over 200 publications,  field of clinical psy-
chopharmacology, she is a pioneer in the field of clin-
ical psychopharmacology. 

Firstly, congratulations Harriet on receiving this 
year’s Distinguished Investigator’s Award! A 
well-deserved accolade! Tell us how important 
this award is to you.
I am deeply honored to receive this award from 
EBPS.  Looking at previous recipients, and knowing 
the credentials of other EBPS psychopharmacolo-
gists, I feel truly privileged to have been selected.  
EBPS has always been one of my favorite meetings, 
a meeting where the research discussions are al-
ways innovative and stimulating.

Looking back on your prolific career, what do 
you see as the most interesting and significant 
findings?
I have taken particular pleasure from applying proce-
dures used in laboratory animals to human subjects.  
This will be a focus of my plenary talk.  I will give ex-
amples of studies of drug abuse-related studies that 
have parallels in both rodent models and humans, 
and I will discuss both the challenges and some of 
the successes in doing this work. 

What can we expect to hear you talk about during 
your plenary?
I will talk about commonalities and differences in re-
search with humans and nonhuman species, using 
examples from my laboratory with human volunteers.
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What research questions are your lab looking to 
answer at the moment?
One question that has caught my interest is not di-
rectly related to drug abuse at all.  Instead, it is relat-
ed to the possible therapeutic applications of drugs 
that we know better as drugs of used in recreational 
contexts.  For example, MDMA is used recreation-
ally especially in social contexts, but it also appears 
to improve the outcome of psychotherapy for certain 
psychiatric disorders.  What does the drug do at a 
behavioural level to improve the psychotherapeutic 
process, and is this related to its attractiveness to 
users for nonmedical purposes?  Another example is 
very low, “microdoses” of LSD.  LSD is known mainly 
for producing extraordinary psychological and sen-
sory experiences, at relative high doses.  However, 
very low doses of LSD taken every 3-4 days appear to 
improve negative mood and perhaps also cognition.  
This makes sense from the drug’s receptor actions 
as a serotonin agonist.  But until now, the evidence 
has been limited to uncontrolled (i.e., nonblinded) 
user reports.  I am interested in testing its potential 
antidepressant effects under controlled conditions.  I 
do not have any results to report on this topic yet.

In your opinion, what are some of the challenges 
the field needs to address in developing thera-
pies for treating drug abuse?
Treating drug abuse is extremely complex and chal-
lenging.  By the time people develop problems con-
trolling their drug use they have undergone a wide 
array of lasting behavioural and neural changes that 
are extremely difficult to reverse.  These involve dif-
ferent forms of learning and conditioning, both implicit 
and explicit, perhaps personality changes, changes 
in cognitive processes and adaptations in brain re-
ceptors and circuits.  Research is needed at all lev-
els, from genetic and neurobiological to behavioural 
and psychological, to understand how the compul-
sive use develops and how it can be undone. 

Harriet will deliver her plenary titled, ‘Promises and 
Pitfalls of Translational Research in Addiction’ on 
the 28th of August, 6-7pm.

E: hdew@uchicago.edu
W: http://hbpl.uchicago.edu/company

http://www.ebps.org
http://www.ebps.org
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https://twitter.com/lvanderschuren
mailto:hdew%40uchicago.edu?subject=
http://hbpl.uchicago.edu/company
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duced structural plasticity with my friend, Bryan Kolb, 
on individual differences in the propensity to attribute 
incentive salience to reward cues – the sign-tracker/
goal-tracker story (many of these with Shelly Flagel), 
and most recently studies on the effects of intermit-
tent access cocaine self-administration.

I have been fortunate to work with many talented sci-
entists and students over the years, and they have 
provided many memorable moments.

What do you think are some of the unanswered 
questions in the field of drug addiction and 
abuse?
I think one of the most important questions still not 
well understood is what factors confer vulnerability 
or resistance to making the transition from casual 
drug use to addiction, and what is different about the 
brains of those more or less vulnerable.

Looking out at the young EBPS early career re-
searchers that are coming up the ranks today, 
what advice would you have for them?
Be persistent, follow the data, keep an open and pre-
pared mind, and being lucky does not hurt. Junior 
people should also be aware of the fact that no mat-
ter how successful a senior scientist they all have 
experienced many setbacks over the years - papers 
not excepted, grants not funded, experiments a bust 
- but the successful ones are those that overcame 
the setbacks and kept looking forward.

What are you most looking forward to at the     
Braga meeting?
As usual, seeing old friends, and hearing about new 
science. The EBPS has always been one of my very 
favorite meetings.

And finally, what do you like to do in your spare 
time to unwind?
Spare time? What an intriguing concept!

E: ter@umich.edu
T: @TerryERobinson1

The Executive Committee would like to thank Ms 
Daniela Binder who has played a critical role in 
the administration of our society since 2007! We 
wish her the very best for the future.

Thanks Daniela!
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Mini-Conference FENS Forum of Neuroscience
Saturday 11th July 2020, Glasgow

European Behavioural Pharmacology Society 
(EBPS), European Brain and Behaviour Society 
(EBBS), European Molecular and Cellular Cognition 
Society (EMCCS) and the International Behavioural 
and Neural Genetics Society (IBANGS) are co-organ-
izing a satellite meeting at the FENS Forum in Glas-
gow, UK on Saturday 11th July, 2020 (08:30-15:00). 
The meeting will address putting the focus back on 
behaviour leading Behavioural Neuroscience into 
the next decade and will include talks, panel discus-
sions and a poster session. This meeting is a rare 
event and will bring together the established leaders 
and early career researchers, our rising stars, from 
the behavioural neuroscience community for a day of 
amazing science and networking opportunities.
W: https://forum2020.fens.org/
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Thanks Terry!

Professor Terry Robinson heads the Behavioural 
Neuroscience Lab in the Department of Psychology 
at the University of Michigan. He served as a mem-
ber of the executive committee from 2013 and was 
EBPS president from 2015-2017. We interviewed 
Terry to ask him about some of the highlights during 
his time on the committee and he also shares his 
advice to EBPS early career researchers.

Firstly, you have been on the executive commit-
tee from 2013, including President 2015-2017, 
What were some of the highlights?
I would say that the highlights, as is often the case, 
was working with some really great people. When 
I came onboard Aldo Badiani was Past-President, 
Dora Duka was President, Cristiano Chiamulera 
was the General-Secretary and Anne Jackson was 
the Treasurer. These were all really great people to 
work with, and they made my job easy. Probably the 
major event in the early years, besides planning for 
the Crete meeting with George Panagis and his local 
organizing committee, was the establishment of the 
journal Psychopharmacology as the official journal of 
the EBPS. That move was initiated by Aldo and com-
pleted during Dora’s term as President, and when I 
was President-Elect. In the past year working with all 
the new members of the Executive Committee and 
the local organizing committee in planning the up-
coming Braga meeting has been another highlight.

You’ve had a long and successful career in be-
havioural neuroscience. Could you tell us about 
some of your most memorable moments?
Indeed, so long there are too many to recount. Prob-
ably one of the most significant was when I thought 
we had discovered the phenomenon of behavioural 
sensitization. I was working with Jill Becker on exper-
iments designed to determine the effects of gonadal 

steroid hormones on dopamine-mediated behaviour 
by removing the source of the hormones and then re-
placing them. The behavioural model we were using 
involved amphetamine-induced rotational behaviour. 
The experiment did not work because we found that 
the control animals showed a large increase in am-
phetamine-induced rotational behaviour after having 
received only a single injection of amphetamine a 
month earlier. This indicated that a single exposure 
to amphetamine had changed whatever brain system 
mediated rotational behaviour for a very long period 
of time. However, I knew nothing of that literature at 
the time and thought I’d discovered this interesting 
form of drug-induced plasticity. But when I read the 
literature it was clear that this phenomenon of be-
havioural sensitization had already been described. 
But relatively few people were working on it at the 
time as much of the emphasis was on the phenom-
enon of tolerance. I remember I was reading a book 
called “Advice to Young Scientist”, by BF Skinner, at 
the time and he had made the comment to the effect, 
‘when you see something more interesting than what 
you are studying, drop everything else and study 
that’. I took that advice and began a series of studies 
on the phenomenon of sensitization – which set the 
stage for much of my research career. I still think that 
was good advice.

The other major highlight of my career was the devel-
opment of Incentive-Sensitization Theory with Kent 
Berridge. It’s interesting that in the 1980s and 1990s 
we published over 20 papers on the phenomenon of 
behavioural sensitization, including the sensitization 
of dopamine neurotransmission, and in not one of 
those papers was the word addiction mentioned. In-
stead they referred to the phenomenon of ampheta-
mine psychosis. It was only when Kent did a study on 
the role of dopamine in reward in 1989, and suggest-
ed dopamine did not mediate “liking’ for rewards, but 
instead “wanting” them; that is, motivation to obtain 
them, that we put these two ideas together to sug-
gest that a sensitized “wanting” system may medi-
ate the pathological desire for drugs in addiction. We 
have been very pleased with the attention that view 
of addiction has received over the years, and that 
very recent studies using intermittent access cocaine 
self-administration procedures are proving to be very 
consistent with the notion of incentive-sensitization.

Other lines of research that I would consider mem-
orable include those on contextual control of sensiti-
zation (many with Aldo Badiani), studies on drug-in-

Save the Date!
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Psychopharmacology Journal Club
Alcohol, empathy and morality: Acute effects of 
alcohol consumption on affective empathy and 

moral decision making
(Psychopharmacology, 2019, in press)

Dr Kathryn Francis, Division of Psychology, 
University of Bradford 

(k.francis1@bradford.ac.uk)
Moral decision-making is often investigated using 
provocative moral dilemmas that pit utilitarian versus 
deontological ideologies against each other. There 
have been two proposed paths to utilitarian mor-
al judgments. One path says that deliberative rea-
soning leads to more utilitarian responses through 
cost-benefit analysis and another path argues that 
utilitarian responses may, instead, derive from de-
creased aversion to harming others due to deficits in 
social processing.  
To explore these accounts, research has studied 
populations that are impaired in both affective em-
pathy and higher-order cognitive abilities. For exam-
ple, previous research found that consuming alcohol 
increased utilitarian judgments in provocative moral 
dilemmas, supporting the role of impaired social pro-
cessing in utilitarian preferences. Existing research 
has theorised that this relationship is driven by al-
cohol intoxication reducing our capacity for empathy 
which then motivates utilitarian judgments.
In this research, we investigated this theory by ex-
amining the effects of low and moderate alcohol dos-
ages on behavioural assessments of affective empa-
thy and subsequent moral judgments in text-based 
dilemmas and moral actions in Virtual Reality (VR) 
dilemmas. 
1.According to a deliberation-focused hypothesis: 
with alcohol increasing emotional reactivity and de-
creasing cognitive functioning, more non-utilitarian 
responses would be predicted. 
2.According to a social processing hypothesis: if al-
cohol causes deficits in social processing (reduced 
aversion to harm) more utilitarian responses would 
be predicted.
In a sample of 48 participants, we randomly assigned 
a low alcohol dosage (0.40g/kg), a moderate alco-
hol dosage (0.80g/kg), or a placebo. We measured 
baseline and post-intervention empathic responses 
in an emotional contagion task in which participants 
stated whether they felt positively or negatively to-
wards a series of facial expressions. Following alco-
hol consumption, participants responded to a moral 
dilemma in text-based format and in VR. 

We observed that greater alcohol consumption im-
paired empathy. Individuals reported feeling positive-
ly towards sad faces but negatively towards happy 
faces, an inappropriate response pattern similar to 
individuals with psychopathic traits who have im-
paired emotional contagion. Despite being less em-
pathic, both moral judgments and moral actions were 
unaffected by alcohol consumption. Supporting our 
previous research, participants were more utilitarian 
in VR, supporting a disparity between what people 
say they would do versus what they actually do in 
these provocative situations.
The results of this paper cannot provide support for 
either a social processing or a deliberation-based 
account of utilitarian decision-making given that al-
cohol impaired empathy but did not influence moral 
decision-making. Our findings suggest that facets 
beyond or in addition to deficits in affective empathy 
play a role in shaping our moral compass and influ-
ence the relationship between alcohol consumption 
and utilitarian endorsements (Duke & Begue, 2015). 
For example, it might be that deficits in social pro-
cessing and diminished aversion to harm derive, in-
stead, from low anxiety and fearlessness.

The finding that drinking larger quantities of alcohol 
impairs empathy may be unsurprising given the in-
appropriate behaviours we often witness between 
intoxicated individuals. However, how should we in-
terpret the finding that alcohol does not impair moral 
decision-making? While alcohol may influence so-
cial processing and state-dependent empathy, it is 
unlikely that small to moderate dosages of alcohol 
would alter core moral principles that are shaped by 
social and moral norms. After all, moral traits play an 
important role in shaping our personal identity. While 
we might be able to blame our inappropriate behav-
iours in social settings on having a drink or two, this 
research suggests that immoral behaviours cannot 
always be blamed on levels of intoxication.
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Average self-reported valence towards facial expressions of emotion (1(nega-
tive)-9(positive)) in the high alcohol condition. A significant interaction effect was 
found for happy and sad facial expressions. After consuming alcohol, participants 
reported feeling more negatively towards happy faces and more positively to sad 
faces. Error bars represent ±1SE.
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Job Postings
Tenure Track Faculty Position in Behavioural 

Neuroscience, Dept. of Psychology
Concordia University Montreal

Applications are open for a tenure-track faculty posi-
tion in behavioural neuroscience. The ideal candidate 
should have a record of innovative research on funda-
mental neurobiological mechanisms of behaviour us-
ing rodents as a model species. Research approaches 
including but not limited to molecular, cellular, sys-
tems, and computational neuroscience will be consid-
ered. This position will build on existing strengths in 
research on addiction, motivation, cognition, learning 
and memory, biological rhythms and neurophysiolo-
gy at Concordia University. We anticipate filling this 
position at the rank of Assistant or Associate Profes-
sor. Application reviews begin September 23rd 2019.

Associated Scientist, In Vivo 
Behavioural Pharmacologist

Applications are being accepted for an associate 
scientist position with Novartis, Cambridge, MA. Ap-
plicants are expected to possess rodent handling 
skills and the use of behavioural and molecular as-
says (WB, ELISA, PCR) within a context of devel-
oping therapies for psychiatric, neurodevelopmental 
and neurodegenerative disorders drug discovery. 
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EBPS is looking to revamp their existing website and 
we’re looking for someone who has experience in in 
website design and construction. This will be a vol-
unteer position and you’ll be working closely with the 
executive committee and our communications rep, 
Anand Gururajan. If you’re interested, get in touch.

EBPS Website Designer

EBPS members have free-online access to Psychop-
harmacology (EBPS journal) and the European Jour-
nal of Neuroscience. New additions to the editorial 
board include Patricia Janak (Preclinical Psychop-
harmacology: Behavioural and Neural), Stan Flores-
co (Preclinical Psychopharmacology: Translational) 
and Deepak Cyril D’Souza (Human Psychopharma-
cology: Clinical and Translational). 
Psychopharmacology has a recently published a 
range of special issues edited by some of the lead-
ing experts in the field. Scott Hall and Klaus Miczek 
have edited an issue titled, Synthetic Psychoactive 
Cathinones. John Cryan and Harriet de Wit have 
edited an issue titled, The Microbiome in Psychi-
atry and Psychopharmacology. And lastly, Shelly 
Flagel, Joshua Gordon and Martin Paulus have ed-
ited a forthcoming issue, titled Translational Com-
putational Psychopharmacology, based on pres-
entations that were delivered at the EBPS 2018 
Special Workshop on this topic at the University of 
Cambridge.

Journal Announcements

All our communications with members are carried 
out online. If we don’t have your most recent email 
address, then you miss out! So if you’ve moved labs 
or countries recently, let us know by sending us an 
email with your new details!

Have your details changed?
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