APPLICATION GUIDELINES

Undergraduate Fellowship on Water,
Equity, & Climate Resilience
The Water Center at Penn invites current undergraduates within the School of Arts and Sciences to
apply for a paid fellowship. The Student Fellow will participate in various Water Center projects at
the intersection of urban water systems, racial equity, and climate resilience. Student Fellows will
have the opportunity to interact with the Water Center staff as well as project-related stakeholders,
and partner organizations within the university and throughout the region.

APPLIED RESEARCH IN URBAN WATER
SYSTEMS AT THE WATER CENTER
The Water Center supports the resilience,
sustainability and equity of urban water systems
and the watersheds upon which they rely
through guidance, assistance and by directing
applied collaborative research.
The built environment - and water
infrastructure in particular - is often a physical
manifestation of the deep systemic racial and
social inequities with which our country
continues to struggle. In less resourced
communities across the country, the provision
of basic water, wastewater and stormwater
services is increasingly at risk. Communities
facing deep systemic inequities also grapple
with aging infrastructure and limited financial
and technical capacity to maintain and improve
existing systems, let alone move toward a more
integrated water management approach. The
problem is increasingly compounded by the
effects of climate change, which in many parts
of the country already include more - and more
intense - precipitation, increased storm surge,
tidal flooding, sewage backups, and the like.

Without large scale, thoughtful intervention
from the next generation of water leaders, the
historic and existing systems of water
governance, finance, and engineering will
continue to aggravate these impacts. Through
our work, The Water Center seeks to help
develop the leaders who will tackle these
challenges from across a wide variety of
disciplines.

The application for the fellowship program is
due December 15, 2020
The application materials containing the
following information must be submitted as a
single pdf via interfolio

Your Name, Year, Major
Your responses to the following questions
in less than 3 pages:
What motivated you to apply to this
fellowship program?
What are your research interests
related to water, resilience, and equity?
How inclined are you towards
community-oriented research? Explain.
What do you hope to learn, through this
fellowship [or] how do you think this
program is helpful in achieving your
professional goals?
Your 1-2-page resume

FELLOWSHIP STRUCTURE
The fellowship will be primarily
remote/virtual, and begin in early to midJanuary 2021
The fellows will work with the Water Center
mentor/s for up to 10 hours per week for up
to 6 months
The fellows will attend regular update
meetings with their mentors, and
participate in ongoing projects with a multidisciplinary project team.
Upon completion of the fellowship, the
student will author a brief “white paper” on
an approved topic related to their project
work for publication by the Water Center at
Penn

Application Deadline:
December 15, 2020
Apply here
https://apply.interfolio.com/80852

