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WHAT'S THE DIFFERENCE?

COMETS; METEORS, AND ASTEROIDS

/Comets are balls of ice and dust that grow
tails when they come close to the sun.
Comets come from the some of the furthest
parts of the solar system - the Kuiper Belt
and Oort Cloud. The Kuiper Belt is a ring of
icy objects that include some objects near
the size of Pluto. The Oort Cloud surrounds
the solar system and is made up of comets
that can shoot towards the sun from any

Kdirection.

Comet West

Taken by John Laborde at tty

Tierra Del Sol Observatory

|

called a

Taken during the

Leonid Meteor Shower
By Ed Sweeney

meteor “shower."

Meteors, known as “shooting star
occur when small pieces of dust -
“meteoroids” - impact the Earth'’s
atmosphere and burn up, causing a
short streak of light. If the meteor
makes its way to the ground, it is
“meteorite.”
Earth passes through the dust trail
left behind from a comet and many
meteors are produced - this is a

)\

Sometimes

ﬁsteroids are small and rocky
objects that mostly live in the
asteroid belt between Mars and
Jupiter, though some are sprinkled
throughout the rocky planets near
Earth (watch out!). Some asteroids
can be metallic and may contain
organic compounds. They come in
all sorts of shapes due to collisions
Qith other objects and low gravity.

Vesta

AN

ﬁsteroids are small and rocky

Taken by NASA’s Dawn spacecraft /

Qith other objects and low gravity.
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