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Summer Reading List 2018 
 

What are my Reading Choices? 

Enclosed is your Summer Reading List. These books have been selected by 

your librarians and include a variety of genres and subjects.  

 

5th Grade 

You should choose at least THREE titles from this list to read. We 

believe reading is a lifelong habit that must be nurtured, even in the 

summer. (Of course, we hope you will read many more than three books 

over the summer!) In the Fall, your teachers will ask you to write 

about your three selections. 

 

6th Grade 

6th
 Grade Required Reading:  

 

Chew On This: Everything You Don’t Want to 

Know About Fast Food by Eric Schlosser & 

Charles Wilson 

[Non-Fiction] 

A look at fast food, what's in it, how it's made, and what it does to 

our bodies. 

Plan on reading this book as close to September as possible because it will be discussed 

in your Health class when you return to school. 

In addition to the required reading, you should choose at least TWO titles 

from this list to read. In the Fall, your teachers will ask you to write 

about your two selections.  

 

You will find many of these books at Packer’s Book Fair May 

2nd-May 4th. Your local library, bookstore, or ebook store is likely to 

carry the other titles. Enjoy your Summer and Happy Reading! 

 

Mrs. Dorfman, Librarian 

Mr. Parson, Library Department Head 

 



New & Noteworthy 

 

Tumble & Blue by Cassie Beasley 
[Fantasy] 
In order for Tumble Wilson and Blue Montgomery to fix their 
ancestors' mistakes and banish the bad luck that has followed them 
around for all of their lives, they must face Munch, the mysterious 
golden alligator who cast the curse centuries ago. 

 

The Truth as Told by Mason Buttle by Leslie Connor 
[Mystery] 
Mason Buttle is the biggest, sweatiest kid in his grade, and everyone 
knows he can barely read or write. Mason's learning disabilities are 
compounded by grief. Fifteen months ago, Mason's best friend, Benny 
Kilmartin, turned up dead in the Buttle family's orchard. An investigation 
drags on, and Mason, honest as the day is long, can't understand why 
Lieutenant Baird won't believe the story Mason has told about that day. 
Both Mason and his new friend, tiny Calvin Chumsky, are relentlessly 
bullied by the other boys in their neighborhood, so they create an 
underground club space for themselves. When Calvin goes missing, 
Mason finds himself in trouble again. He's desperate to figure out what 
happened to Calvin, and eventually, Benny. But will anyone believe him? 

 

Last Day on Mars by Kevin Emerson 
[Science Fiction] 
While waiting to leave Mars before it burns up just like the Earth 
before it, Liam and his friend Phoebe discover some facts about 
time and space and realize that the human race is just one of the 
races trying to survive in space. 

 

Refugee by Alan Gratz 
[Historical Fiction] 
Although separated by continents and decades, Josef, a Jewish boy living 
in 1930s Nazi Germany; Isabel, a Cuban girl trying to escape the riots and 
unrest plaguing her country in 1994; and Mahmoud, a Syrian boy in 2015 
whose homeland is torn apart by violence and destruction, embark on 
harrowing journeys in search of refuge, discovering shocking connections 
that tie their stories together. 

 

Slider by Pete Hautman 
[Realistic Fiction] 
Hoping to win a cash prize in a pizza eating contest after racking up 
a tab on his mother's credit card, David must juggle his competitive 
eating training with the responsibility of looking after his autistic 
younger brother. 



 

The Night Diary by Veera Hiranandani 
[Historical Fiction] 
It's 1947, and India, newly independent of British rule, has been 
separated into two countries: Pakistan and India. The divide has created 
much tension between Hindus and Muslims, and hundreds of thousands 
are killed crossing borders. Half-Muslim, half-Hindu twelve-year-old 
Nisha doesn't know where she belongs, or what her country is anymore. 
When Papa decides it's too dangerous to stay in what is now Pakistan, 
Nisha and her family become refugees and embark first by train but later 
on foot to reach her new home. The journey is long, difficult, and 
dangerous, and after losing her mother as a baby, Nisha can't imagine 
losing her homeland, too. But even if her country has been ripped apart, 
Nisha still believes in the possibility of putting herself back together. 

 

The Science of Breakable Things by Tae Keller 
[Realistic Fiction] 
How do you grow a miracle? For the record, this is not the question Mr. 
Neely is looking for when he says everyone in class must answer an 
important question using the scientific method. But Natalie's botanist 
mother is suffering from depression, so this is The Question that's 
important to Natalie. When Mr. Neely suggests that she enter an egg drop 
competition, Natalie has hope. Eggs are breakable. Hope is not. Natalie 
has a secret plan for the prize money. She's going to fly her mother to see 
the Cobalt Blue Orchids--flowers that survive against impossible odds. 
The magical flowers are sure to inspire her mother to love life again. 
Because when parents are breakable, it's up to kids to save them, right? 

 

Beautiful Blue World by Suzanne LaFleur 
[Historical Fiction] 
Sofarende is at war and the army is paying families well to recruit 
children, so if twelve-year-old Mathilde or her best friend Megs is 
chosen, they hope to help their families but fear they will be 
separated forever. 
(Threads of Blue) 

 

Stormy Seas: Stories of Young Boat Refugees by Mary 
Beth Leatherdale & Eleanor Shakespeare 
[Non-Fiction] 
Travel from pre-World War II Europe right to present-day North Africa, 
and experience the harrowing real journeys of five young people who fled 
their homes, risking their lives on the open seas to seek refuge elsewhere. 
In vivid and riveting detail, each storyteller reveals how he or she was 
forced to leave behind everything familiar in search of peace and security. 
And how, with enormous courage and remarkable resilience, each 
overcame horrific obstacles and found hope in what life can be. 



 

Whichwood by Tahereh Mafi 
[Fantasy] 
Laylee, thirteen, is nearly worn out from washing and packaging 
corpses for the Otherwhere and being shunned by villagers when 
two strangers, Alice and Oliver, arrive determined to help. 
(Companion Novel: Furthermore) 

 

The First Rule of Punk by Celia M. Perez 
[Realistic Fiction] 
Twelve-year-old Maria Luisa O'Neill-Morales (who really prefers to 
be called Malu) reluctantly moves with her Mexican-American 
mother to Chicago and starts seventh grade with a bang--violating 
the dress code with her punk rock aesthetic and spurning the 
middle school's most popular girl in favor of starting a band with a 
group of like-minded weirdos. 

 

Martin Rising: Requiem for a King by Andrea Davis 
Pinkney; Illustrated by David Pinkney 
[Poetry] 
Presents a collection of poems that looks at the final months of 
Baptist minister and civil rights leader Martin Luther King Jr. 

 

York: The Shadow Cipher (Book 1) by Laura Ruby 
[Mystery/Fantasy/Science Fiction] 

It was 1798 when the Morningstarr twins arrived in New York with a 
vision for a magnificent city: towering skyscrapers, dazzling machines, 
and winding train lines, all running on technology no one had ever seen 
before. Fifty-seven years later, the enigmatic architects disappeared, 
leaving behind the Old York Cipher--a puzzle laid into the shining city 
they constructed, at the end of which was promised a treasure beyond all 
imagining. The puzzle has never been solved, and the greatest mystery of 
the modern world is little more than a tourist attraction. Tess and Theo 
Biedermann and their friend Jaime Cruz live in a Morningstarr 
apartment--until a real estate developer announces that the city has 
agreed to sell him the five remaining Morningstarr buildings. Their likely 
destruction means the end of a dream long held by the people of New 
York. If Tess, Theo, and Jaime want to save their home, they have to prove 
that the Old York Cipher is real. Which means they have to solve it. 

 

Betty Before X by Ilyasah Shabazz with Renée Watson 
[Historical Fiction] 
Raised by her aunt until she is six, Betty, who will later marry 
Malcolm X, joins her mother and step-family in 1940s Detroit, 
where she learns about the civil rights movement. 



 

The Murderer’s Ape by Jakob Wegelius 
[Mystery] 
When her best friend, the sailor Henry Koskela, is falsely accused of 
murder, a gorilla named Sally Jones visits the run-down docks of 
Lisbon, embarks on a dizzying journey across the seven seas, and 
calls on the Maharaja of Bhapur's magnificent court--all in an 
attempt to clear Henry's name. 

 

Fiction & Non-Fiction 
 

 

The Crossover by Kwame Alexander 
[Realistic Fiction in Verse] 
Fourteen-year-old twin basketball stars Josh and Jordan wrestle 
with highs and lows on and off the court as their father ignores 
his declining health. 
(Booked) 

 

Maybe a Fox by Kathi Appelt & Alison McGhee 
[Realistic Fiction/Fantasy] 
When her sister Sylvie goes missing on a snowy morning and is 
never seen again, Jules refuses to believe she is gone forever, 
meanwhile, in the shadow world, a shadow fox is born. 

 

The Night Gardener by Jonathan Auxier 
[Adventure/Ghost Story] 
Irish orphans Molly, fourteen, and Kip, ten, travel to England to 
work as servants in a crumbling manor house where nothing is 
quite what it seems to be, and soon the siblings are confronted by 
a mysterious stranger and secrets of the cursed house. 

 

The Girl Who Drank the Moon by Kelly Barnhill 
[Fantasy] 
An epic fantasy about a young girl raised by a witch, a swamp 
monster, and a Perfectly Tiny Dragon, who must unlock the 
powerful magic buried deep inside her. 

 

El Deafo by Cece Bell 
[Graphic Novel/Memoir] 
A graphic novel memoir of author/illustrator Cece Bell who grew 
up hearing impaired 



 

The Thing About Jellyfish by Ali Benjamin 
[Realistic Fiction] 
Twelve-year-old Suzy Swanson wades through her intense grief 
over the loss of her best friend by investigating the rare jellyfish 
she is convinced was responsible for her friend's death. 

 

Sputnik’s Guide to Life on Earth by Frank Cottrell 
Boyce 
[Science Fiction] 
When Prez's grandfather is diagnosed with dementia, he's sent to 
live in a foster home, but when he meets a talking dog named 
Sputnik, together, they come up with a plan to save the world. 

 

The Wild Robot by Peter Brown 
[Science Fiction] 
Roz the robot discovers that she is alone on a remote, wild island 
with no memory of where she is from or why she is there, and her 
only hope of survival is to try to learn about her new environment 
from the island's hostile inhabitants. 
(The Wild Robot Escapes) 

 

The War that Saved my Life by Kimberly Brubaker 
Bradley 
[Historical Fiction] 
A young disabled girl and her brother are evacuated from London 
to the English countryside during World War II, where they find 
life to be much sweeter away from their abusive mother. 
(The War I Finally Won) 

 

Pashmina by Nidhi Chanani 
[Graphic Novel] 
Priyanka Das has so many unanswered questions: Why did her mother 
abandon her home in India years ago? What was it like there? And most 
importantly, who is her father, and why did her mom leave him behind? 
But Pri's mom avoids these questions--the topic of India is permanently 
closed. For Pri, her mother's homeland can only exist in her 
imagination. That is, until she find a mysterious pashmina tucked away 
in a forgotten suitcase.  

 

See You in the Cosmos by Jack Cheng 
[Realistic Fiction] 
Eleven-year-old Alex Petroski, along with his dog, Carl Sagan, 
makes big discoveries about his family on a road trip and he 
records it all on a golden iPod he intends to launch into space 



 

The London Eye Mystery by Siobhan Dowd 
[Mystery] 
When Ted and Kat's cousin Salim disappears from the London 
Eye ferris wheel, the two siblings must work together--Ted with 
his brain that is "wired differently" and impatient Kat--to try to 
solve the mystery of what happened to Salim. 

 

Out of My Mind by Sharon Draper 
[Realistic Fiction] 
Considered by many to be mentally retarded, a brilliant, impatient 
fifth-grader with cerebral palsy discovers a technological device 
that will allow her to speak for the first time. 
 

 

It All Comes Down to This by Karen English 
[Historical Fiction] 
In the summer of 1965, Sophie's family becomes the first African 
Americans to move into their upper middle-class neighborhood in 
Los Angeles. When riots erupt in nearby Watts, she learns that life 
and her own place in it are a lot more complicated than they had 
seemed. 

 

The Gallery by Laura Max Fitzgerald 
[Mystery/Historical Fiction] 
In 1929 New York City, twelve-year-old housemaid Martha 
O'Doyle suspects that a wealthy recluse may be trying to 
communicate with the outside world through the paintings on her 
gallery walls. 

 

The Graveyard Book by Neil Gaiman 
[Fantasy] 
The orphan Bod, short for Nobody, is taken in by the inhabitants 
of a graveyard as a child of eighteen months and raised lovingly 
and carefully to the age of eighteen years by the community of 
ghosts and otherworldly creatures. 

 

Spy School by Stuart Gibbs 
[Mystery] 
Twelve-year-old Ben Ripley leaves his public middle school to 
attend the CIA's highly secretive Espionage Academy, which 
everyone is told is an elite science school. 
(Spy Camp, Evil Spy School, Spy Ski School, Spy 
School Secret Service) 



 

The Inquisitor’s Tale or The Three Magical Children 
and Their Holy Dog by Adam Gidwitz 
[Historical Fiction/Fantasy] 
Crossing paths at an inn, thirteenth-century travelers impart the 
tales of a monastery oblate, a Jewish refugee, and a psychic 
peasant girl with a loyal greyhound, the three of whom join forces 
on a chase through France to escape persecution. 

 

Real Friends by Shannon Hale 
[Graphic Memoir] 
The graphic memoir of Shannon Hale in which she reflects on her 
childhood friendships. 

 

The Thing About Luck by Cynthia Kadohata 
[Realistic Fiction] 
Just when twelve-year-old Summer thinks nothing else can 
possibly go wrong in a year of bad luck, an emergency takes her 
parents to Japan, leaving Summer to care for her little brother 
while helping her grandmother cook and do laundry for harvest 
workers. 

 

Hello, Universe by Erin Entrada Kelly 
[Realistic Fiction] 
The lives of four misfits are intertwined when a bully's prank 
lands shy Virgil at the bottom of a well and Valencia, Kaori, and 
Gen band together in an epic quest to find and rescue him. 

 

Amina’s Voice by Hena Khan 
[Realistic Fiction] 
A Pakistani-American Muslim girl struggles to stay true to her 
family's vibrant culture while simultaneously blending in at 
school after tragedy strikes her community. 

 

Masterminds by Gordon Korman 
[Science Fiction] 
A group of kids discovers they were cloned from the DNA of some 
of the greatest criminal masterminds in history for a sociological 
experiment. 
(Criminal Destiny, Payback) 



 

Where the Mountain Meets the Moon by Grace Lin 
[Fantasy/Folklore] 
Minli, an adventurous girl from a poor village, buys a magical 
goldfish, and then joins a dragon who cannot fly on a quest to find 
the Old Man of the Moon in hopes of bringing life to Fruitless 
Mountain and freshness to Jade River. 
(Starry River of the Sky, When the Sea Turned to 
Silver) 

 

The Giver by Lois Lowry 
[Science Fiction] 
Given his lifetime assignment at the Ceremony of Twelve, Jonas 
becomes the receiver of memories shared by only one other. He 
then learns the terrible truth about the Community. 
(Gathering Blue, Messenger, Son) 

 

Rain Reign by Ann M. Martin 
[Realistic Fiction] 
Struggling with Asperger's syndrome, Rose shares a bond with 
her beloved dog, but when the dog goes missing during a storm, 
Rose is forced to confront the limits of her comfort levels , even if 
it means leaving her routines in order to search for her pet. 

 

The Stars Beneath Our Feet by David Barclay Moore 
[Realistic Fiction] 
A boy tries to steer a safe path through the projects in Harlem in 
the wake of his brother's death. 

 

Open Mic: Riffs on Life Between Cultures in Ten 
Voices Edited by Mitali Perkins 
[Non-Fiction] 
Shares stories about growing up in diverse homes or 
communities, from an Asian youth who gains temporary 
popularity by making up a false background, to a biracial girl 
whose father clears subway seats by calmly sitting between two 
prejudiced women. 



 

The Red Pencil by Andrea Davis Pinkney 
[Realistic Fiction in Verse] 
After her tribal village is attacked by militants, Amira, a young 
Sudanese girl, must flee to safety at a refugee camp, where she 
finds hope and the chance to pursue an education in the form of a 
single red pencil and the friendship and encouragement of a wise 
elder. 

 

Gracefully Grayson by Ami Polonsky 
[Realistic Fiction] 
Grayson, a transgender twelve-year-old, learns to accept her true 
identity and share it with the world. 
 

 

Ghost by Jason Reynolds 
[Realistic Fiction] 
Ghost, a naturally talented runner and troublemaker, is recruited 
for an elite middle school track team. He must stay on track, 
literally and figuratively, to reach his full potential. 
(Patina, Sunny) 

 

Sugar by Jewell Parker Rhodes 
[Historical Fiction] 
In 1870, Reconstruction brings big changes to the Louisiana sugar 
plantation where spunky ten-year-old Sugar has always lived, 
including her friendship with Billy, the son of her former master, 
and the arrival of workmen from China. 

 

Hurt Go Happy by Ginny Rorby 
[Realistic Fiction] 
Thirteen-year-old Joey Willis has been deaf since age six, but her 
mother has refused to let her learn sign language, leaving Joey 
struggling to connect with those around her until she meets Dr. 
Charles Mansell and his baby chimpanzee, who secretly teach Joey 
how to sign. 

 

The Wednesday Wars by Gary Schmidt 
[Historical Fiction] 
During the 1967 school year, on Wednesday afternoons when all 
his classmates go to either Catechism or Hebrew school, 
seventh-grader Holling Hoodhood stays in Mrs. Baker's classroom 
where they read the plays of William Shakespeare and Holling 
learns much of value about the world he lives in. 



 

When You Reach Me by Rebecca Stead 
[Historical Fiction/Science Fiction/Mystery] 
As her mother prepares to be a contestant on the 1980s television 
game show, "The $20,000 Pyramid," a twelve-year-old New York 
City girl tries to make sense of a series of mysterious notes 
received from an anonymous source that seems to defy the laws 
of time and space. 

 

Forget me Not by Ellie Terry 
[Realistic Fiction/Half in Verse] 
When her mother breaks up with yet another boyfriend, Calliope 
meets Jinsong at her latest middle school, who becomes her friend 
despite her Tourette Syndrome and the embarrassment it can 
cause. 

 

Three Times Lucky by Sheila Turnage 
[Mystery] 
Washed ashore as a baby in tiny Tupelo Landing, North Carolina, 
Mo LoBeau, now eleven, and her best friend Dale turn detective 
when the amnesiac Colonel, owner of a cafe and co-parent of Mo 
with his cook, Miss Lana, seems implicated in a murder. 
(Ghosts of Tupelo Landing, The Odds of Getting 
Even) 

 

One Crazy Summer by Rita Williams-Garcia 
[Historical Fiction] 
In the summer of 1968, after traveling from Brooklyn to Oakland, 
California, to spend a month with the mother they barely know, 
eleven-year-old Delphine and her two younger sisters arrive to a 
cold welcome as they discover that their mother, a dedicated poet 
and printer, is resentful of the intrusion of their visit and wants 
them to attend a nearby Black Panther summer camp 

(P.S. Be Eleven, Gone Crazy in Alabama) 

 

Beyond the Bright Sea by Lauren Wolk 
[Historical Fiction] 
Crow has lived her entire life on a tiny piece of the starkly 
beautiful Elizabeth Islands off the coast of Massachusetts. Her 
only companions are Osh, the man who rescued her from a tiny 
skiff as an infant and raised her, and Miss Maggie, their neighbor 
across the sandbar. But it isn't until the night when a mysterious 
fire appears across the water that an unspoken question of her 
own history forms in her heart and an unstoppable chain of 
events is triggered. Using her bravery and perseverance, Crow 
must follow clues that not only lead to a personal treasure, but to 



uncovering her lost identity and, ultimately, understanding what 
it means to be a family. 

 

Brown Girl Dreaming by Jacqueline Woodson 
[Memoir in Verse] 
The author shares her childhood memories and reveals the first 
sparks that ignited her writing career in free-verse poems about 
growing up in the North and South. 

 

The Truth about Twinkie Pie by Kat Yeh 
[Realistic Fiction] 
When twelve-year-old GiGi and her big sister DiDi move to Long 
Island from South Carolina for GiGi to attend a fancy new private 
school, GiGi has a new recipe for success and makes new friends, 
but then discovers a family secret that turns her life upside-down. 

 

Classics 
 

 

The Secret Garden by Frances Hodgson Burnett 
[Realistic Fiction] 
Originally published in 1911. Ten-year-old Mary comes to live in a 
lonely house on the Yorkshire moors and discovers an invalid cousin 
and the mysteries of a locked garden. 

 

A Wrinkle in Time by Madeleine L’Engle 
[Science Fiction] 
Meg Murry, her brother Charles, and their friend Calvin, embark on 
a journey through space and time, assisted by three otherworldly 
women, to find Meg's father, a physicist who disappeared while 
experimenting with time travel. 

 

The Call of the Wild by Jack London 
[Adventure Fiction] 
Jack London's classic tale tracing Buck's entry into the wild and 
survival among the wolves. 



 

Anne of Green Gables by L.M. Montgomery 
[Realistic Fiction] 
Anne, an eleven-year-old orphan, is sent by mistake to live with a 
lonely middle-aged brother and sister on a Prince Edward Island 
farm and proceeds to make an indelible impression on everyone 
around her. 
(Anne of Avonlea, Anne of the Island, Anne of Windy Poplars, 
Anne’s House of Dreams, Anne of Ingleside, etc.) 

 

The Westing Game by Ellen Raskin 
[Mystery] 
The mysterious death of an eccentric millionaire brings together an 
unlikely assortment of heirs who must uncover the circumstances of 
his death before they can claim their inheritance. 

 

Treasure Island by Robert Louis Stevenson 
[Adventure Fiction] 
While going through the possessions of a deceased guest who owed 
them money, the mistress of an inn and her son find a treasure map 
that leads them to a pirate's fortune. 

 

The Hobbit or There and Back Again by J.R.R. Tolkien 
[Fantasy] 
Bilbo Baggins, a Hobbit who only wanted to be left alone, is drawn 
by a wizard and a band of homeless dwarves into a quest where he 
confronts evil orcs, savage wolves, and the great dragon, Smaug the 
Magnificent. 

 

The Adventures of Tom Sawyer by Mark Twain 
[Adventure Fiction] 
The adventures of a mischievous young boy and his friends growing 
up] 
 in a Mississippi River town in the nineteenth century. 

 

Twenty Thousand Leagues Under the Sea by Jules 
Verne 
[Science Fiction] 
Jules Verne's classic nineteenth-century novel about the adventures 
of the mysterious Captain Nemo and his unusual submarine. 

 


